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I  OUTLIfv’S  OP  'TOE  PROCESS  OF  DRAFTING  VARIOUS  DRAFTS 
CO^KERNIKG  TIE  TRIPARTITE  PACT  CF  JAPAN,  GERWANY 
AND  ITALY,  AND  PI'^TMNING  DOCUi. ENTS  (fffil'O  BY  THE 
CHIEF  OF  THE  TR'ATY  ^EPARD'ENT  KATSUNOTO) 


1.  On  5  September  1940  a  plan  as  Annex  No.  1  was  drafted  by  Vice 
Foreign  Minister  Ohashi^  the  Advisors  Shiratori  and  Saito,  and  presented  by 
Foreign  Minister  Matsuoka  to  the  Four-Minister  Conference  for  consideration, 

2.  Prior  to  that.  Minister  Stahmer,  who  was  specially  dispatched  by 
German  Foreign  Minister  Ribbentrop^  loft  Berlin  on  23  August,  and  via  Moscow 
arrived  in  Tokyo  on  7  September,  On  9  September  he,  together  with  Ambassador 
Ott,  visited  Minister  Matsuoka  at  the  latter's  private  residence  for  a 

conference,  iriileh  renewed  on  the  following  day,  the  10th,  The  record  taken 
at  that  tloB  Is  attached  hereto  aw  Annex  Mo.  2. 

3.  This  result  was  repcrted  by  the  German  side  to  Foreign  Minister 
Ribbentrop,  who  sent  a  counter-proposal  (Annex  No.  3)  by  telegram.  This  was 
handed  at  8:30  p.m.  on  14  September  by  A^assador  Ott  and  Minister  Stahmer  to 
Minister  Matsuoka.  This  draft  differed  from  the  original  one  Insofar  as  it 
inserted  in  Paragraph  III  a  phrase  "openly  or  in  a  concealed  form."  (We  re¬ 
quested  this  phrase  be  stricken  out),  and  added  the  Paragraph  V  (concerning 
Soviet  Russia;.  (This  draft  was  made  the  basic’ subject  of  discussion  on  the 
Extraordinary  Cabinet  Meeting  of  16  September  and  on  the  Inporial  Conference . 
of  19  September). 

4*  On  the  basis  of  this  draft  of  Foreign  Minister  Ribbentrop  we 
drafted  a  pact;  besides,  wo  summarized  the  result  of  the  conversations  with 
Ott  and  Stahmer  into  a  Secret  Protocol  and  two  notes  to  be  exchanged  (one  con¬ 
cerns  the  question  of  German  and  Italian  collaboration  in  case  of  a  Japanese- 
British  conflict,  and  the  other  concerns  the  South  Sea  Islands  under  the 
Mandate).  These  were  handed  on  19  September  by  Advisor  Saito  to  the  German 
Ambassador  (Annex  No.  4). 

5,  These  drafts  were  revised  on  the  20th  into  Annex  No,  5  after 
taking  German  wishes  into  consideration,  (Paragraph  VI  of  the  draft  of  the 
Protocol  was  inserted  upon  German  request,  and  the  end  of  the  note  concerning 
the  Japanese-British  conflict  was  revised). 

6.  On  21  September  the  German  side  presented  a  draft  of  a  pact  as 
Annex  Ho,  6  in  accordance  with  the  instruction  from  the  home  Government 
(Foreign  Minister  Ribbentrop  left  Berlin  on  18  and  conferred  with  Prime 
Minister  Mussolini  and  Foreign  Minister  Ciano  on  19th  and  20th  concerning 
this  matter.  It  is  assumed  therefore  that  this  instmetion  c’arae  from  Rome), 

As  the  explanation  for  revising  the  Paragraph  III,  an  excerpt  from  the  in¬ 
struction  as  Annex  No.  7  was  attached.  This  draft  was  revised  into  Annex  No. 

8  on  the  conference  of  Minister  Matsuoka  (Matsumoto  attending),  Ott  and 
Stahmer.  ((l)  The  words  of  "declaration  of  war"  was  deleted  because  of,  among 
others,  strong  opposition  of  the  Navy,  and  (2)  provisions  concerning  the 
Mixed  Commissions  were  broadened  so  as  to  enable  the  establishment  of  an 
Economic  Conmlssion) .  In  addition,  the  German  side  requested  to  drop  the 
Protocol  and  other  notes  because  they  were  one-sided  in  the  present  form,  and 
it  was  difficult  and  time-consuming  to  perfect  them  in  order  to  get  the  Italian 
consent.  Thereupon,  wc  proposed  to  convert  the  content  of  the  Secret  Protocol 
into  a  note  to  be  exchanged  only  between  Japan  and  Germany,  to  exchange  the 
note  concerning  the  Japanese-British  conflict  also  only  between  Japan  and 
Germany,  and  to  formulate  the  note  concerning  the  Mandate  ao  as  to  confirm 

an  oral  statement  of  the  German  Ambassador.  As  a  result  thoroof'we  made  a 
draft  as  Annex  No,  9  and  sent  it  to  the  German  Embassy. 
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7.  Durirvr  tho  conference  begun  at  five  o'clock  of  that  evening 
(Minister  liatsuoka.  Chief  of  Depfirtment  natsumoto,  Ott  and  Stahmer)  the  Pact 
was  decided  as  Annex  Ko,  10;  as  to  the  note  conccrniiig  tho  Japancsc-British 
conflict  it  was  decided  upon  Gorman  request  to  make  it  a  letter  and  number 
it  as  /^nnex  No,  11;  concerning  th<,  I/nndatc  it  was  decided  as  Annex  No,  12 
(yiriistcr  J/stsuoka  left  tho  conference  and  was  substituted  by  Advisor  Saito). 
As  to  the  draft  of  the  note  containing  tho  content  of  the  Secret  Protocol 
the  German  side  did  not  agree,  and  Ambassador  Ott  himself  dictated  to  the 

*  Chief  of  Department  ^'atsumota  a  draft  of  a  letter  of  Ott  as  /ouiox  No,  13  and 
requested  that  it  be  studied.  On  the  same  day  Stahmer  had  told  to  Advisor 
Shiratori  that  the  Gerran  side  wished  tc  sign  this  Pact  in  Berlin,  Minister 
fwtsuoka  therefore  touched  the  question  of  tho  place  of  signing  during  this 
conference,  and  said  that  if  the  place  of  signing  should  be  Berlin,  it  would 
be  an  idea  to  make  the  exchange  of  letters  between  tho  Vi-nistcr  himself  and 
Ambassador  Ott, 

8.  In  tho  afternoon  of  23  September,  the  Chief  of  Treaty  Department 
Matsumoto  handed  upon  instruction  of  the  Foreign  Klnistor  a  document  as 
Annex  No,  14  to  Ott  and  Stahmer  at  the  German  Einbassy,  and  requested  that  it 
bo  sent  to  Berlin  by  telegram.  On  the  following  day,  tho  24th  Councillor 
Boltzo  of  tho  Geman  Embassy  visited  Matsumoto  and  said  concerning  Annex  No, 
14  that  tho  following  telegraphic  instruction  was  received:  As  to  the  item 

(1) ,  the  Gtrman  Government  sincerely  hopes  to  sign  in  Berlin;  as  to  the  item 

(2) ,  it  was  bedng  considered  by  the  Gorman  and  Italian  Governments;  as  to  the 
item  (3)«  it  could  not  be  accepted  because  it  would  take  time  to  make  tho 
letter  perfect  as  its  content  was  one-sided, 

9,  At  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  24  September  ilinlster  Matsuoka 
(ifaksumoto  attending)  met  Ott  and  Stahmer,  First,  the  Fact  was  decided  as 

I  Annex  No,  15,  Next,  tho  letter  concerning  the  Japaneso-Eritish  conflict  was 

decided  as  Annex  No,  16,  and  tho  letter  concerning  the  liandato  was  decided  as 
Annex  No,  17,  after  substituting  "in  a  way"  for  "adequately"  (tho  German  side 
explained  that  tho  conpansatlon  was  a  matter  of  principle  and  can  in  fact  bo 
only  nominal,  and  that,  for  instance,  6  sacks  of  coffee  would  be  sufficient). 
As  to  the  letter  originating  from  the  draft  of  a  Secret  Protocol  Minister 
Uatsucka  presented  a  draft  as  Annex  No,  18;  the  Gorman  sido  thereupon  pre¬ 
sented  a  revised  draft  of  Annex  No,  13;  after  corabinating  the  both  proposals 
a  document  as  Annex  No,  I9  was  drafted,  which  was  sent  to  tho  German  Einbassy 
on  the  follov/ing  25th  and  made  final, 

10,  At  eleven  o'clock  a.m,  of  25  Septembor  Councillor  Boltzo  of  tho 
German  Einbassy  visited  Matsumoto  to  tell  that  tha  following  tolcgrara  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Ambassador  from  the  German  Foreign  Office; 

(1)  The  German  Government  accepts  the  text  of  the  Fact  (in 
Bigllsh), 

(2)  The  German  Govornment  is  convinced  thet  the  Italian  Govern¬ 
ment  also  will  accept  the  text.  The  German  Foreign  Office 
requested  that  the  Italian  Feroign  Office  instruct  tho 
Italian  Ambassador  in  Tokyo  to  state  formally  to  Minister 
Matsuoka  thi.  acceptance  of  the  Pact, 

(3)  (a)  The  German  Government  agrees  to  sign  the  English 

text  as  a  temporary  measure, 

(b)  That  fact  shall  be  kept  absolutely  secret, 

(c)  About  tv©  weeks  afterwards  Japanese,  German  and  tho 
Italian  texts  will  be  secretly  substituted  for  the 
English  text  and  signed. 
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(d)  The  Letter  of  Credence  for  Ambnssador  Kurusu  wiH 
be  deposited  with  the  German  Smbassy  in  Tokyo,  and 
thst  fact  will  bo  telegraphed  fi^ra  the  Ambassador 
to  the  Gorman  Foreisn  Office  (concerning  this  point- 
the  Chief  of  Treaty  Department  said  that,  because 
in  case  of  a  treaty  as  this  without  ratification 
clause  no  formal  Letter  of  Credence  would  be  issued, 
the  Foreign  r.inister  would  inform  the  German 
Ambassador  in  Tokyo  that  tlie  Imperial  Sanction  was 
given  for  Ambassador  Kurusu  to  conclude  the  Fact, 
Councillor  Boltze  answered  that  that  wold  be 
sufficient). 


(5)  If  possible,  to  sign  the  Pact  on  Thursday  (Matsumoto  said 
that  that  was  nractically  impossible).  Besides,  the 
•  Arabassadcr  desires  that  the  draft  of  the  f render  Uinister's 
statement  be  cabled  to  Ambassador  Kurusu  and  presented  to 
the  German  Foreign  minister- for  consult-’tion,  and  ^ot  the 
three  letters  be  absolutely  not  referred  to  when  liinister 
Matsuoka  should  see  the  Italian  Ambassador  {it  was  agreed 
in  addition  that  of  the  three  letters  those  from  the  Minister 
to  tl»  Anhassartor  should  be  in  Japanese  with  English  tr^- 
lation,  and  those  from  the  Ambassador  to  the  Minister  should 
be  in  German  with  English  translation). 

11.  The  Italian  Amb-assador  in  Tokyo,  Indelli,  visited  Minster  Matsuoka 
at  11:30  a.m,  of  25  September  and  stated  formally  that  the  Italian  Government 
agreed  to  this  Fact. 

12.  In  the  afternoon  of  that  day  Matsumoto  visited  Stahmw 

at  the  German  Embassy  and  stated  that  the  signing  would  be  possible  ^  27th 
as  it  was  decided  to  present  the  draft  of  the  Pact  to  the  Privy  ^‘^ncil  on 
26th.  After  consultation  it  was  agreed  temporarily  to  sign  the  English  text 
at  noon  of  27th  (Berlin  time),  and  to  telegraph  this  agreement  to  Berlin. 


’  i 
'  X 


13.  According  to  a  telephone  call  from  the  German  En^assy  the  signi^ 
took  place  at  1:15  p.m.,  instead  of  at  noon,  Berlin  time  (at  7:00  p.m.  Tokyo 
time),  as  it  had  been  agreed,  because  of  a  delay  of  -the  aeroplane  of  the 
Italian  Foreign  Minister. 

14.  After  the  signing  at  9:30  o'clock  of  that  evening  Matsumoto  carried 
out  the  exchange  of  the  three  letters  with  Ambassador  Ott  (Stahmer  attending; 
at  the  German  Bnbassy  (Annex  No.  20). 
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Traaslatod  by 
Dofonao  Laaguaga  Brrioh 


October  1940, 


(Xitline  cf  tho  Proooaa  of  Drafting  Various  Drafts  cmd  of  tbo  Intoroal 
Rpocodunj  Birtaining  to  the  Tripoxtito  pact  of  Japan,  Oortiaty  and  Italy, 


Treaty  Doparti..^;it 
Foxoign  Office, 
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Annex  1 

Strengthening  of  the  Japan-Gemany-Italy  Axis 

(Note  by  the  Defensei  Identical  r ’th  "Stengthenlng  of  the  . 
Japan-Oermany-italy  A*ls",  Deolalona  made  by  the  Conference  .of 
the  Prime  Vlnlater  and  the  Mlnletere  of  war, the  navy  and  foreign 
Affairs  on  4  September  mo,  and  by  the  Liaison  Conference  on 
19  September  1940;  fjthlblt  541,  Transcript  pages  6507-6508; 

The  trend  toward  the  strengthening  of  collaboration  among 
Jspan.  oomany  and  Italy  have  lately  become  very  pronounced, 
snd  It  Is  believed  that  now  the  time  1.  ripe  for  speedy  Initia¬ 
tion  Of  conversations  among  the  three  countries  on  this  matter. 
It  Is  accordingly  proposed  to  commence  negotiations  In  ac  • 
cordanoe  with  the  under-mentioned  Basic  Principles,  with 
Germany,  to  start  with, 

Basic  Principles 

1.  TO  mske  a  fundamental  agreemen'  among  the  three  countries.  ‘ 

In  order  that  they  shall  mutually  cooperate  by  all  possible 

means  In  the  establishment  of  a  Hew  Order  In  wurope  and 
In  Asia, 

8.  TO  carry  out  consultations  among  the  three  countries  In  as 
short  a  period  of  time  as  possible  l„  regard  to  the  best 
means  of  the  above-mentioned  cooperation, 

•  1  - 
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3,  To  be^ln  with,  publicity  will  be  givon,  at  home  and  abroad, 
to  the  purpose  In  1  a7:d  2  above.  In  the  form  of  a  Joint 
doolaratlon  of  the  three  countries* 


Draft  -.f  Basic  Principles  Concerning  Negotiations 
for  a  Idllltury  iilllance  .i 

>t»oe8thoiviine--ef-Jftpan"0(H*mwfty->^tely--f^llaboratiie» 


4  ;3eptcmbep  ,1940 

v>— 1-G4d 


•  Original  Draft  inade  by  the  .irmy  and  the  Navy; 
Revision  (In- red  '.oitors  In  the  original  doexunent) 
made  by  the  Pcrolgn  Office*  * 


(Note  by  tho  Defense:  Revised  text  Is  id^tlcal  with  "Baslo 

•  •  •  „ 
Principles  concerning  Negotiations  for  a  Military  /illlanco" 

of  Exhibit  541,  Transcript  Pages  6310-6321)  ^ 


A..-JaiinelpJke 


1*  Japan,  Qermany  and  Italy, recognizing  the  fact  that  they 

* 

« 

stand  on  conanon  ground  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  the 

■  ’  ;a  lytual  . 

New  VTorld  Order,  will  arrive  a£^  '^daretandihg  -with.  *' 
-wutvxaAly 

respect  to  support^for  the  establishment  and  administration 

of  their  Spheres  of  Living  and  also  in  regard  to  cooperation  . 
:-.Li  •  •  Britain, 

cbacerning  their  policies  toward^tho  Soviet  Union  and  the 
.United  States*  (See.  Appendix  1)  .  .  .n  • 


-  2. - 


t 
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Arnr-x  1 

•  • 

fir*  D»fe<a-llo 

^  ■*“;  'arfluBWUlwl  mi'JeralaniHTTg-Trlll  Lb  rwhrt'  at  IwIubbu 
Jaioun  ftnd— thp  two  r\f  (i^ j^ualy.iw' tht 

*•  — {■'^eo  Apr^ndliX  1) 

*•.  On  the  hasla  of  this  fxindarcpntal  \inders tending  such 

further  agreomonts  as  m'’.y  be  neoosaary  will  be 
concluded  among  Japan,  ./crmany  and  Italy,  or  between 
Japan  and  Ocrmany^  and  between  Japan  and  Italy, 

2,  Japan,  Germany  and  ltc*iy  will,  along  with  the  above -men  *-.1  on  ed 
fundamental  unde rs vending  speedily  arrive  at  an  underat.' ndlng 
with  respect  to  their  mutual  support  and  cooperation  con¬ 
cerning  the  China  Incident  and  the  European  War,  by  which 
they  cire  respectively  confronted,  (see  Appendix  2) 

^  a^nTTfl^ment1nnftd  matAan  win  agcordtng 

-ta  the — foXloicinpj 3 

'’sXv'The  negotiations  under  1  and  2  above  will  be  conducted 
..n  accordance  with  the  Basic  T^ssentlala  Ur  the 
Strengthening  of  Japan-Oermany-italy  Collaboration 
.  _,(^*LAPPendlx  3)  ar^  on  the-basle  of  the  Main  Principles 
Covering  Negotiations  (In  Appendix  4), 

1  ni  ..r-inrt  null  I,,  nu.iiu  ' 

-and  noae-y  - 


-  3  - 
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4.  The  understanding  mentioned  above  need  not  necessarily  take 
the  form  of  agreements,  but,  if  Oermany  and  Italy  so  desire, 
there  is  no  objection  to  the  conclusion  of  agreements  in 
this  connection* 

•  »  * 
Appendix  1 

*  ( • 

Terms  of  Political  Understanding  Forming  the  Basis  for  the 

Strengthuning  of  Japan-Gormany-Italy  Collalovation* 

• 

(Note  by  the  Defense:  Revised  text  is  identical  with  Appendix) 

(  ■  1  of  Exhibit  641,  Tronscrips  Pa'^es  ) 

(  .6310-6312  ^  ) 

1.  Japan  and  the  two  ooxmtrios  of  Oexmiany  and  Italy,  recogniz¬ 


ing  the  fact  that  .they  stand  on  common’ ground  in  regard  to 
the  construction  of  a  Now  World  Order,  fo,*  the  rr-\llzatlon 
of  which  they  are  presently  putting  forth:  their  efforts. 


9 
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'  mutually  rospoct  tho  Japanoao  Sphere  of  Living  In  East 

Asia,  Including  tho  South  Sons,  and  the  Gorman  and  tho 

Italla.i  Sphoro  of  Living  In  Europa  and  Africa;  and  will 
coopoi  to  by  all  oossiblo  moansy 

eup'por..  -ee-cn  ■otho’jr^for’‘tho  cohSc ruction  of  New  Orders  In 
Orders  in  tho  said  ronions. 

{ <  •  • 

Jap  11  and  tho  two  countries  of  Oorniany  and  Italy  will 
D  vtuaily  effect  close  economic  cooperation. 

w* th  this  end •  In  view,  they  will  carry  out  the  preferential  ■ 

mu  ;al  Interchange  of  material  resources  existing  I 

In  their  Spheres  of  Living  and  tho  exchango  of  techniques, 

and  will  ftlro  accord  favourable  .rndlderation  to  the  other  I 

^rospoct ivo^ 

party's  economic  activities  in  thell^«;^ft'' Spheres  of  Living. 

3  • 

Japan  and  the  two  countries  of  Germany  and  Italy  will 
cooperate  In  maintaining  peace  with  the  Soviet  Union  and 

i  •  * 

*/  lu  inducing  tho  Soviet  Union  to  bring  her  policy  into 

live  With  the  common  ground  of  tho  two  contracting  parties. 

\In  ad(  itlon,  an  understanding  will  also  be  reached  with 

-tlv  — aajr.a..^tDio., — tiny - aJ-L^ ^*iin.thfiji_aanaiilt. 

resoeo*  to  consultation/ 

'^aa  to  "i  le  action  id"  taken  In  the  event  of  a  danger 
v^ither  Japan  or  Germany  and  Italy, 
oiNona  the- -part la&^TSTnryfTngnKpSn  a  state  of  war 

with  the  Soviet  Union,  if,  in  the  course  of  negotiations 

wl ;h  Cormany  and  Italy,  It  turns  out  that  such  iesire  la 

i 

en'-.ertained  by  the  two  countries.)  f 

.  ' 

t 

-  5  - 

t 

( 


I  < 

I  mf‘ 
f 

L 


I  PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/7eee9e/ 

_ ‘ 


I 


I 


Def.  Doc.  No.  1656-A 


4. 

5.  Japan  and  the  two  .countrlos  of  Germany  and  Italy  will 

nutu  .lly  cooperate  in  order  not  to  allow  the  United  States 
I  the  Western  Hemisphere  and  the  United  Stat^'".  possessions, 
1 0 ' Interfere  in  regions  ocher  tIiari^t.,hn  ^mr\r^  .  n  rr>nt.in«!>nh* 

and  also  in  order  to  safeguard  the  political  and  economic 

interests  of  both  contracting  parties  In  this  connection. 

Further,  in  the  event  of  danger  of  either  contracting 

party  entering  upon  a  state  of  *.  ar  with  the  United  States, 
the  other  contradting  party  will  assist  that  party  by  all 
bethi  eont  rag  ting  papt-ia^-A’;A^-ao»suiit- Cr&;  to  the  n>easu«ies'. 
possible  means. 

Wa  .s 

Japan  and  the  two  cou-'it.-  ios  of  Germany  and  Italy  will 
closely  cooperate  v/ith  rospect  to  the  action  to  bo  taken 
*  in  regard  to  Central  and  South  America. 

Notet  The  present  understanding  will'  be  treated  as 
confidential. 


Appendix  2 


roras  of  Understanding  concerning  the  liutual  Support  and  Coopera¬ 
tion  of  Japan  and  the  tw'o  Countries  of  Germany  and  Italy  in 
regard  to  the  European  War  and  the  China  Incident 


(Note  by  the  Defense:  Rovlded  text  is  identical  with  uppendix  ) 

(  2  of  Exhibit  641,  Transcript  Pages  ) 

(  6312-6314  ) 

1.  Japan  and  the  two  countries  of  Germany  and  Italy,  In  settling 


•  6  • 
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tho  China  Incldont  and  tho  European  War,  by  vidilch  tho  two  .  , 

contracting  parties  are  rospootivoly  confronted,  will  offoct 
mutua''  support  and  cooporation  as  follows: 

Japan  v/in 

a)  accord  as  much  facility  as  possible  in  mooting  tho  desires 

natural  ond 

of  (  'rmauy  and  Italy  in  rogard  to  the  acquisition  ofy^ 
material  rosourcos  existing  in  East  Asia,  including 
S  uth  Seao;  and 

b)  Cooperate  as  much  as  possible  in  intensifying  tho 
pressure  upon  British  influence  in  Bust  Asia,  including 
tho  South  Seas;  and  in  facllltat J.ng  tho  prosecution  of 
war  by  Cornviny  and  Italy  ag  inst  Britain. 

Germany  and  Italy  will 

a)  Cooperate  as  much  as  possible  in  rogard  to  tho  supply 

of  such  machinery  and  similar  articles,  ond  in  regard  to 
such  tochnical  assistance,  as  may  bo  doslrod  by  Japan; 
and 

.Give  0.3  much  political  and  economic  cooperation  as  possible  In 

b )  ’ jiaxT-oha '^^tiomont  of  the  China  Incident. 

Note:  Tho  present  understanding  will  be  treated 
.  as  confidential. 
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Appendix  3 

Basic  ■Essentials  for  the  Serene '-hen  Ing  of 
Japan-Oermany-Italy  Collaborac  j  n.; 

(Note  by  the  Defense:  Bev  text  Is  Idcntlal  -.vlth  Appendix  3  > 

(  of  <:.:hlblt  541,?ran3crlpv  Pages  6314-6320 

1,  Concerning  Japan*8  Sphere  of  Living  for  the  construction 
Greater 

ef  a^B*etT.A8la..N6w'i0rde¥V’'  *» 

a)  The  sphere  to  be  envisaged  In  the  course  of  negotiations 
with  Oenaany  and  Italy  as  Japan's  Sphere  of  Living  for 
the  construction  a^j^^QOt  Aoba  .-'•.New  'Order  will 

I 

ooiprlaet 

The  former  German  Islands  under  Mandate,  French  Indo- 
Chlna  and  Pacific  Tslands,  Thailand,  British  Malaya, 

British  Borneo,  Dutch  "•ast  Indies,  Burma,  Anstralla,  New 
Zealand,  India  etc,,  with  Japan,  Manchuria  and  China  as 
the  backbone.  It  Is  underscood,  however,  that  the  South 
SeaRegloxto  be  Indicated  by  Japan  In  conducting  the 
negotiations  will  be  the  region  from  Burma  eastward. 

Including  the  DuL  <>.  vast  Indies,  and  New  Calldonla 

1^-  Is  farther  understo'^'d  tliav  India  may  be 
northward:  as  to- Avstra?vji>  -New.  .  HMHsd-ffKa  India-, -ou»- 
recognlzea,  for  the  Immeoiate  pUi'poses  as  being  included 
. .»  ^s.dasoribad  undsp  4»-)  and  .(f>  -bolew  will  be 
In  the  Sphere  of  Living  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
tiOflsoted-. 

-  8  - 
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be  feakoH  to  knMX^A  tha — fnrmep  floiwii  • 

T-elowdii  MndA.w  .Tftpnwa  terrltnnrj  on  to- 

-bhe-f-o«Be^»-  QoHBttn  lelonde  In-tho  Pooifl^-ftow  undop 

-FrltieH  -Mandate  irt'  endeavouned  to-d-iej>oee-  Oi.'- 

t .wa-ao  ae — they  can  be-bpowghtf  aa — fe-p  ee  poaat^^]^,  under 

^panoee  control  In  oonBidepatlon  of  a.pa  t  eg-lc-  necggaj  tlaa- 

v4a  g  via  the  tmtted  Stateo. 
b 

The  goal  In  regard  to  the  Dutch  Fast  Indies  la  to  have 

It  In  a  state  of  preparedness  for  Independence ^  but  the 
vsecure  recognition  of  Japan’s  position  of 
laredlate  objective  "CTTT  r^lltlon: 

poUtical  and  ooonomlo  predominance  In  that  country* 

4nf  Japan* 

In  this  connection*  If  German  proposals  should  be  at 

varlan-ie  with  the  above  proposition,  recognition  should 
•  ...  ^  ^  .  predominant  position 

still  be  obtained  of  Japan’s  polrltl-oal-  leadership  In*  the 

Dutch  Vast  Indies  through  the  preferential  supplv  to 
material  and  ^  ^ 

Japan  of/^atural  resources  existing  In  that  coxmtry, 
through  the  guarantee  for  the  continuance  of  the  already 
existing  German  economic  undertakings  there,  and  by  ' 
negotiations  o^  a  political  native  on  the  matters  In 
general* 

®  b 

The  same  principles  as  In  above  will  be  followed  with 

•’espect  to  French  IndottChlna* 

-ape  si...iewhat  diffepont 

p 

trm  the  othop-renlons .  Jaaaw  fiaala  about 

thanifops,  does  not  ixitM  that  they  be 

Obawflbh 

oa>»  bwewflW^ 

-oeuntplea^-aot-baXa^O^iae-*^  •-  ^\t  Asia* 


/ 
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Cone  rrilvz  eccnccr.lo  cocperatlon, 

« 

a)  WI ';h  TPfHrd  to  trade,  J&r.aa  wlli‘  aupply  Gen.iany  and 
Itely  with  agricultural,  forestry  and  aquetic  products  of 
*apan,  Manchuria  end  China,  end  will  also  cooperate  In 
rupplying  Oorraany  and  Italy  wltli  srecial  mineral  products 
rubber  9'n;l  other  ertic'33  of  China,  yrenoh  Indo-Chlna, 
the  Dul-ch  Fast  Inales,  etc,  Gornany  and  Italy,  on  their 
pert,  will  supp/.j  I  apan  wit’*  ouoJi  toclirlcai  assistance, 
alrcr«it,  n-acMnery,  cheinlcaa  pruiiUctu,  etc,,  as  say  be 
required  by  Japan* 

*  t. 

With  regard  to  mutual  economlo  actlvl’tles',  Japan  wll', 
especially  in  China  end  Manchuria  I  accord  de  facto 

I  •  I  ' 

preferential  treatment,  to  Go’^many  and  Italy,  and  enable 
ths  participation  of  their ^technique  and  equipment* 

b)  Pr  •  tho  abovo-menkioned  pxirposes,  there  will  be  aeparatelj 

V.'  • 

concluded  an  ^’conotiio  ilfgreement,  a  Jrade  Agreement  end 
a  Payment  Agreement,  , 

■JoncTnlng  Japan's  a^ttitude  toward  Japan-Oernany-Italy 
cooperation  In  regard  to  the  Soviet  Ttolon  anu  the  united 


■ ng  destined  to  be  the  leader  of  Past  Adlaln  the  postwar 
new  order  of  things  wherein  it  Is.  anticipated  that  the  world 
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\  *.ll  be  devlded  into  the  fovir  large  fields  of  ^ast  Asia, 

'the  Soviet  Union,  "urcpe  and  the  American  Continents, 

jape-.n,  ac cf ng  in  close  collaboi  tion  with  Germany  and  Italy 

which  v/111  constitute  the  guiding  force  of  Europe,  will. 

a)  Restrain  the  Soviet  Union  on  the  east,  west  and  souih, 

and,  inir.olng  ths  Soviet  Union  so  to  act  as  to  align 

with  Cionnuor.  ground  of  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy, 

endct-vcur  to  cause  th3  advance  of  the  Soviet  sphere  of 

IrflvpKce  to  be  oriented  toward  a  direction  wheT»e  the 

advance  has  lltlle  direct  : 'n  tha  Intt^rr.sts  of 

I  (it  bolrg  also  possible  that,  in  case  of  need.  Soviet 
Jap  !h,  "Garmahy  and  Italy,  a  direction  such  as  Gulf  of  Fereld' 
ad vane e  toward  India  may  have  to  be  rec ognized ) ,  j 
•  ^  f  and 

o)  '..hilc  peaceful  means  will  be  adhered  to  far  as  possible 
in  dealing  with  the  Uhited  Statea,  contrive  to  bring 
about  a  posture  of  things  wherein  Japan  can,  as  occasion 
,  may  require,  bring  pressure  to  boar  upon  the  Wilted 

Statea  through  political  an  economic  collaboration  with 
Gennany  and  Italy  in  the  Fast  Aslan  and  Furopean  fields, 
so  that  such  posture  of  things  can  contribute  toward  the 
attainment  of  Japan *8  aspirations* 

I 

In  taking  thee?  steps,  Japan  will  keep  It  in  mind  to  make 
th^  best  of  inducing  the  Soviet  Uhlon* 

Further,  Japan  will  make  use  of  the  Immigrant  and  economic 
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fontttoiii,  both  or  ivr^ornr.rics ,  which  Gcrmary  und  Italy 
p>'ct’entVy  hive  In  '’ov'.lli  A-erlcc,  In  refsftrd  to  such 
itth'ic  ns  Ospnn  wav  In  future  take  r^lth  i-foppct  to  the 
Tfr.lt ed  Stales , 

cntl-DrlMch 

4.  C  one*.' in  In  (T  attitude  towards  the  jCullaboration  cf 

Japa  •>,Cs:-'^r.r.y  and  Italy 

a)  Jt.par.  will,  in  thi  c.''>.’/..ru.cticn  of  an  '^aat' Asian.  ^Vw 

take  such  rve?  j  aa  the  situation  muy  require,  in 

and  ec^r.ocio 

•'rder  to  ellmina’.e  cue  pjiitica  l^lnternsts  of  Britain 
in  Eaat  A.s.la,  lncJ.nd.lnG  the  ?,t  vit.i  hens.  3\:ch  steps 
are  Intended  to  '/eakcn  Britain’s  position*  Pact  shews 
'  that  the  policy  which  Japan  is  already  taking  toward 

Britain  and  China  is  automatically  producing  an  effective 
Infli'.arce  on  ths  war  altuai  .on  in  Pu.’-oi«e *• , 

b)  With  a  view’  to  furthering  her  cooperation  with  Germany 

and  Italy  in  their  prone out ion  of  war  against  Britain, 

•  ,  .  g  -ho  ticolren  of  dcjfmaity  and  I  ly, 

Japan  will  spare  no  cooiisraTIve  ^YL'orz  on  her  par^Yi  i 
.  ..  and  material 

regard  to  ths  aa4i’iM.ltlcn  cf  natural*  resources  exis  ;inff 

!•/  T?asT  H.’ia ,  <*£  ;>  •■»lv  oyMon-y-  and  I  to  1  y  ■ 

PivM.her,  Japan  will  in  large  measure  cooperate  with 

Germany  and  Italy 'in  the  waV'agalnst  Britain,  in  respect 

of  '.ha  elimination  of  British  Interests  in  Fast  Asia. 
a::tl«  Drill  sh  .  ' 

demonstration  and  propaganda,  the 
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the  support  of  Independence  movements  in  the  colonies 
of  Britain 

and  dependencies^and  other  matters, 

6X)  Concerning  the  possible  use  of  armed  force  against 
and  United  States 

Brltain/^Japan  will  oiake  dicisions  independently  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  following  prinoiplesi 

(1)  In  the  event  that  the  China  Incident  has  nearly  been 

•  "  f 

settled,  Japan  will  use  armed  force  by  taking  as 
favourable  an  opportxjnlty,  as  may  be  afforded  by  the 

•  f 

situation  prevailing  at  home  and  abroad, 

9  •  t  *  , 

(2)  In  the  event  that  the  China  Incident  has  not  yet 

^J.t  will  be  Japan  »s  guiding  principle  to  take  action  i 

been  settled,'' ■moaawos  will  b<  taken fwlthln  limits 

*  •  •  • 

short  of  war.  If,  however,  domestic  and  foreign 

•or  if  it 

conditions  take  a  decidedly  favourable  tum^  a rme'^ 

is  deemed  that,  irrespective  of  whether  our  prcpnr>'- 
feree  might  be  used ■ 

tions  are  complete  or  not,  the  development  of  the 
international  situation  permits  of  no  further  delaj, 
Japan  will  resort  to  anned  force,  * 

'  (S)  The  "domestic  and  foreign  conditions"  signify  the 
European  situation,  especially  the  state  of  adjust¬ 
ment  of  our  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
Uhlted  States*  attitude  toward  us,  our  preparations 
for  war,  and  so  forth. 
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Appendix  4 

Main  jri.nolples  Oovjornlng  Negotlatlono 

4 


■be  given  the pot o. 
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>Pr.Uyrty  hnwAVftr^  fr.Vift  tthfWf.iiiH»rifr.1  ftwg<1  tWO - 
■  w>d6Patarv3ling8  ahould  be  -traatad  aa.  ont  an4-in<liMXBiV>le . 

1. 

The  principal  purpose  of  the  negotiations  under  Paragraph 

2,  Appendix  1,  which  la  designed  to  have  Germany  and  Italy 

recognise  end  respect  Japan's  Sphere  of  Living  In  wast 

Asia,  lncludl:;g  the  South  Seas,  is  to  obtain  overall  reoognl- 
jjoaltlon  of  predominance^ 


tlon  of  Japan* I 


in  the  whole  of  *?a8t 


Asia,  Including  the  South  Seas. 

Shoxildt,  however,  Germany  and  Italy  be  Inclined  to  make  any 
reservations  In  regard  to  any  designated  areas,  Japan 
will  conduct  negotiations  on  each  particular  matter  con« 
cemlng  such  areas  In  pursuance  of  Paragraph  (1),  (a),  and 
ensuing  principles  of  Appendix  3 (Basic  v'ssentlals  for  the 
Strengthening  of  Japan-Germany-Italy  Collaboration),  and 
thus  secure  recognition  of  Japan's  aspirations  In  these 
connections. 

2. 

In  the  event  that  Germany  and  Italy  propounds  a  desire  for 

»jind  the  united  States 

Japanese  military  cooperation  with  them  against  tirltaln^  , 
Japan  Is  prepared,  as  a  matter  of  guiding  principle,  to  meet 
the  desire.  It  will  be  explained  to  Germany  and  Italy, 
however,  that,  In  view  of  the  existing  state  of  affairs, 
Japan  contemplates  taking  the  courses  of  action  outlined 
under  (1),  (2)  and-(3X  Ih  Paragraph  6,  Appendix  4  (Basic 
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ifascntlals  for  the  Strengthening  of  Japan-Oermany-Italy 
Collaboration)^  with  le&p.'.ct  to  the  use  of  armed  f oroe , 
l«e«f  partle Icaticn  in  tao  war* 

•  Germany  and  italy  wl.j."'  v-e  ei‘rb!(cu  by  sneh  esc  plana  t  ions  to 

understand  Japtn*?  p(>6l‘;lcr.,  un2,  et  the  same  time, 

efforts  will  be  made  to  the  end  that  Germany  and  Italy 

will  cooperate  with  m.z  in  Improving  domestic  and  foreign 

conditions  relating  to  Japan's  entry  into  the  war  against 
».and  the  United  Stateo  i 
Brltaln^'S  - 
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Translated  by 
Defense  Language  Branch 


Annex  20 


Three  Powers  Pact  befwe^  Japan y  Germany  and  ‘Italy 

(Note  by  the  Defense:  Original  texts  In  Japarie«e,  German  and 
Italian  languages) 


The  Governments  of  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy,  clnsidering 
it  as  the  condition  precedent  to  any  lasting  peace  that  all^ 
nations  of  the  world  be  give  each  its.cwn  prcpor  pla-o,  have 
decided  to  stand  by  and  co~or6rat6  with  one  troobur  In  regard 
to  their  efforts  in  Grealov  Hast  Asia  end  the  regions  of  L-'rope 
respectively  wherein  it  is  their  prime*  purpose  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  new  order  of  tnings  calculated  to  promote  mv'ual 
prosperity  and  v^elfare  of  the  people  cenoernod.  Fur the_ more, 
it  is  the  desire  of  the  throe  Governme-ntf.  to  extend  ro-operation 
to  such  nations  in  other  sphcies  of  bhj  wox'lo  as  may  be  inclined 
to  put  forth  endeavours  along  lines  si*allar  to  their  own,  in 
order  that  their  ultimate  esrlratioris  for  world  peace  may  thus 
be  realized.  Accordingly  the  Govorn’ients  of  Japan,  Germany 
and  Italy  have  agreed  as  follows: 

Article  1 

Japan  recognizes  and  respects  the  leadership  of  Germany 
and  Italy  in  the  establishment  of  a  new  order  in  .'-^arope. 

.  Article  2 

Germany  and  Italy  recognize  and  respect  the  leadership  of 
Japan  in  the  establishment  of  a  new  order  in  Greater  East  Asia. 
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Article  3 


Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  agree  to  co-operate  in  their 
efforts  on  the  aforesaid  lines.  They  further  undertake  to 
assist  one  another  with  all  olitical,  economic  and  military 
means  when  one  of  the  three  Contracting  Parties  is  attacked  by 
a  power  at  present  not  involved  in  the  European  War  or  in  the 
Sino-Japanese  Conflict. 


t,  Joint  Techni 


ComnJ.syion.a ,  the  me 


Germ. 


Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  ai/j.M  that  tho  efcrosald  terms 
do  not  in  any  way  affect  the  political  status  which  exists  at 
present  as  between  each  of  tho  Contracting  Parties* and 


Soviet  Ru 


The  present  Pact  shall  cowe  into  effect  immediately  upon 
signature  end  shall  remain  in  forca  for  ten  years  from  the 


date  of  its  coming  into  force. 

At  proper  time  before  tho  eypiration  of  the  said  term  the 
High  Contracting  Parties  shall,  at  the  request  of  an,  one  of 
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theniy  enter  Into  negotiations  for  its  renewal. 

In  face  thereof,  the  Undersigned,  duly  authorized  by  their 
respective  Governments,  have  signed  this  Pact  and  nave  affixed 
hereto  their  seals. 

Done  in  triplecate  at  Berlin,  the  27th  day  of  the  9th  month 
of  the  I5th  year  of  Showa,  corraspcnding  to  the  27th  September 
1940,  27th  September  of  the  l8th  year  of  the  Fea^-ist  Siv. 


Seb'-ro  LSuru.na 

Jntchii.;  viii  iiibbontrcp 

Ciano 


STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL  (Draft) 

LETTER  FROM  THE  FOREIGN  MINISTER  TO  THE  GERf-iAN 

AMBASSADOR. 

Excellency: 

I  have  the  honour  to  ask  Your  Excellency  to’ confirm  the  fol¬ 
lowing  oral  declaration  which  was  made  by  Your  Excellency  on  behalf 
Qf  the  German  Government : 

"The  German  Government  agree  that  the  former  German  Colonies 
actually  under  Japan's  Mandate  in  the  South  Seas  shall  remain  in 
Japan's  possession,  it  being  understood  that  Germany  be  in  a  way 
compensated  therefor.  In  regard,  to  ether  former  colonies  in  the 
South  Seas,  they  shall  be  rostoroa  aufco.-aotically  to  Germany  upon 
conclusion  of  peace  ending  the  m-esent  Eojropaan  Var.  Afterwards  the 
German  Government  would  be  urepaved  to  confer,  in  an  accommodating 
spirit,  with  the  Japanese  Gcvoriimont  with  a  view  to  disposing  of 
them  as  far  as  possible  in  Japan's  favour  against  compensation." 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Your  Excellency 
i/)  e  highest  consideration. 


STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL  (Draft) 

LETTER  FROM  THE  GERMAN  AMBASSADOR  TO  THE  FOREIGN 

MINISTER. 

bccellency: 

I  ha^e  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  Your  Excellency's 
etter  of  this  date.  No.  1111,  and  to  confirm  the  oral  declaration 
et  forth  therein  as  made  by  me  concerning  the  former  German  Colo- 
iles  in  the  South  Seas. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Your  Excellency 
;he  highest  consideration. 
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pii;i\.:oMx  LLTi’^n  Oi'  tijd  orjwLj:  .ja.3s.knoR  to  his  ii'ccii- 

LLEWCY  THJi  II  J-KRI.X  J.J- JCjS..  IfOrClCiH  ;  Il!I3Ti.R. 

t 


Jxcolloncy I 

.kt  tho  :jo;5ont  uhon  our  convcrsuti  Jii3»  begun  on  the  9th  inetunt 
at  TokyOf  arc  abjut  to  ovontuato  in  a  ouccoBoful  conclusion  of  tho 
Throe  Poworo  Pact|  it  is  rdnistor  Stahuor’s  uiul  i.<y  sincorost  dosiro 
to  tondor  to  Your  Ilxcolloncy  tho  ex;  rccsivn  of  doci»ost  ai  ’  rociation 
for  the  ;.rinci;;al  pai't  Yo'jr  lyrtrilcncy  h..o  ilayod  throuchout  in  a  iiost 
sonorous  and  ucco-i'.»datinc  spirit. 

;/o  \/i8h  to  t:Uco  this  occasion  to  state  once  -jorc  in  this  letter 

souo  of  tho  saliont  -.oints  reitcrato!  in  our  convora  .tions  with  Your 

£::oolloncy  ‘./hich  aro  as  follows j 

Tho  GoriCJi  Govomijont  oro  convinced  that  tho  Contractinc  Parties 
aro  about  to  ontor  into  a  ncf>/  and  docisivo  ;ha8o  of  world  history  in 
which  it  will  bo  thoir  task  to  assuuo  tho  loadorship  in  tho  establish: ;ent 

I 

of  a  now  order  in  Greater  Er.stAsia  and  Europe  rospoctivoly. 

\ 

Tho  fact  that  for  a  lonr/tino  to  cor.o  their  interests  ./ill  coincide 


and  tho  unrcstricto'.’.  '.jutual  confidonco  of  tho  Contractinc  Parties  fro.r 
tho  solid  foundation  on  which  tho  Pact  is  built. 

*^0  Goruan  Govornvicnt  fir.iy  believe  that  tho  technical  uotails 

conoorninc  the  oxocution  of  tho  Pact  will  bo  sottlo-l  without  difficulties 
and  that  it  -would  not  bo  in  koopiuc  -with  tho  far-roachinj  iuportanco 
of  tho  P.-.ct  and  it  would  bo  .ractically  i;:.  ossiblc  to  antici-.ato  .11 
possible  cases  -which  ijiciht  arise  i;i  tho  course  of  its  .-.p:lic_tion, 
they  can  only  bo  dealt  -./ith  in  tho  spii'it  of  .lutuul  confidonco  and 
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holi^fxilneas  c.a  they  urleo  frou  ti'uo  to  tl;io. 

Conclusions  of  the  Technical  Couiiscions  stii.ulatod  in  article  4. 

t 

of  the  Pact  shall  be  subi-iittod  t-*  tho  ros^octivo  Governuients  for  apiToval 
in  ordor  to  be  i-Ut  in  forco. 

.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  whether  or  not  a  Contrrctint:  Party  has 

been  attacked  v/ithin  the  uoanine  of  jkTticle  3.  of  the  Pact  shell  be 

•  doter'etinod  u^on  consultation  a>Jon£  the  throe  Contructinc  Parties. 

■  •!  If  Japan*  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the  Pact*  should  be 

attacked  by  a  Power  so  far  not  onraKod  in  the  European  Mar  or  the 

China  Incident,  Gortiany  will  consider  it  a  ;oatter  of  course  to  cive 

Japan  full  support  and  assist  it  with  all  uilitary  a»id  oconoaic  i.eaiis. 

uTith  regard  to  the  relations  between  Japan  and  Soviet  Russia, 

,  » 

Genaany  will  do  overythinc  within  tts  power  to  iroiaoto  a  fri'^udly 

undsrstandinc  and  will  at  any  ti'..io  offer  its  food  offices  to  this  , 

'  1 

end.  .  • 

Gernany  will  use  her  Industrial  capacity  and  other  resources 
technical  and  raatorial  as  far  as  possible  in  favour  of  Japau  in 
order -both  tb  facilitate  the  establishaent  of  a  new  order  in  Greater 
East  Asia  and  to  enable  her  to  bo  better  .pro;  nro'.  for  any  eiaereoncy. 
Gernany  and  Japan  will  further  undertake  rxitually  to  old  each  other 
in  procurinc  in  over/  possible  way  raw  cat oriole  and  ninerals  includinc 
oil  which  they  will-  have  been  in  need  of. 

TIae  Goroan  Foreign  Ltluistor  implicitly  believes  that  Italy  will 
of  course  act  in  concorc^  with  Germany  c*iKl  Japan  when  and  tyhero  assistance 

I 

••  2  * 
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and  co-ojjoration  by  Italy  is  soueht  in  x'cferonce  to  the  txatters  above 
enuuerated* 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  Your  ibccelloncy  the  abovo  oxpciis^ 
as  the  viev/s  of  tho  Gen.»an  Foreicn  Minister  convoyed  pox'sonully  by  his 
special  deleeate,  IJinister  Stahuori  and  repeatedly  transnittev'.  to  ne 
ay  Govera'sent  • 

I  avail  rjysolf  of  this  opporturdty  to  renew  to  Your  iibtcelloncy 
tho  assurance  of  highest  oonsidcr.ition* 

cos*  Ott. 


(Droft) 


STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL 


PERSONAL  LETTER  OF  THE  GERLAN  AIAPASSADCR  TO  HIS 
EXCELLENCY  THE  IMPERIAL  JAPANESE  FOREIGN  MINISTER 


Excellency; 

At  the  moment  when  our  conversations,  begun  In  the  9th  inst'^r. 
at  Tokyo,  are  about  to  eventuate  In  a  successful  conclusion  of  the 
Throe  Powers  Pact,  it  is  Minister  Stahmer’s  and  my  sincerest  de¬ 
sire  to  tender  to  Your  Excellency  the  expression  of  deepest  appre¬ 
ciation  for  the  principal  part  Your  Excellency  has  played  throuch- 
out  ina  most  generous  and  accommodating  spirit, 

v/e  wish  to  take  this  occasion  to  state  once  more  in  this  let¬ 
ter  some  of  the  salient  points  reiterated  in  our  conversations 
with  Your  Excellency  which  ere  as  follows; 


The  German  Government  are  convinced  th'>t  the  Contracting  Par 
ties  are  about  to  encer  into  a  iiew  and  decisive  phase  of  world  his 
tory  in  which  it  will  be  ^:hclr  task  to  assume  the  leadership  in 
the  establishment  of  a  new  order  ih  Greater  East  Asia  and  Europe 
respectively. 

The  fact  that  for  a  long  time  to  come  their  interests  will 
coincide  and  the  unrestricted  mutual  confidence  of  the  Contracting 
Parties  from  the  solid  foundation  on  which  the  Pact  is  built. 


'  The  German  Government  firmly  believe  that  the  technical  de¬ 
tails  concerning  the  execution  of  the  Pact  will  be  settled  without 
difficulties  and  that  it  would  not  be  in  keeping  with  the  far- 
reaching  importance  of  the  Pact  and  it  would  be  prj^actlcally  impos¬ 
sible  to  anticipate  all  possible  cases  which  might  arise  in  th'^ 
course  of  its  ippllcation;  they  con  only  be  dealt  with  in  the 
spirit  of  mutu/'l  confidence  end  helpfulness  as  they  arise  from  tii. e 
to  time. 


Conclusions  of  the  Technical  Commissions  stipulated  in  Articl 
4  of  the  Pect  shall  be  submitted  to  the  respective  Governments  for 
approval  in  order  to  be  put  in  force. 

It  is  needless  to  say.thnt  whether  or  not  a  Contracting  Frty 
has  been  attacked  within  the  meaning  of  Article  3  of  the  Pact 
shall  be  determined  upon  consultation  among  the  three  Contracting 
Parties, 

If  Japan,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  Pact,  should  be  at 
tacked  by  a  Power  so  far  not  enj  'ged  in  the  European  War  on  the 
China  Incident,  Germany  will  conejider  it  o  matter  of  course  to  give 
Japan  full  support  and  assist  it  v/ith  all  military  and  economic 
means. 

With  regard  to  the  relations  between  Japan  and  Soviet  Russl'^ 
Germany  will  do  everything  within  its  power  to  promote  a  friendly 
understanding  and  will  at  any  time  offer  its  good  offices  to  this 
end. 


Germany  will  use  her  industrial  capacity  arjd  other  resources 
technical  ard  material,  as  far  as  possible,  in  levour  of  Japan  in 
order  both  to  facilitate  the  establishment  of  a  new  order  in 
Greater  East  Asia  nnd  to  enable  her  to  be  better  prepared  for  any 
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energency.Gc-rn,,ny  .nd  Japnn  «lU  further 

iKlcr^L?  wm  neve'  been  In  need  of. 

The  German  end^Japan*whL^and^ 

TnS  JSo^e?ru/ritaly  13  sought  In  reference 
to  the  matters  above  enumerated. 

I  have  the  honour  to  Present  to  Your  Excellency  the  abp^' 

transmitted  to  me  from  my  Governiaent. 

I  av.ll  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Your  Excel- 
lency  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration. 


gez, 


OTT 


Def.  Doc.  No.  I656-AC2 

STRICTLY  COJTFIDFOTIAL  (Draft) 

letter  FROIi  FOREIGN  I'.INISTER  TO  GERIIAN  AliBASSADOR 

Escollency: 

lettcr^NS!’'?lU%??Ms"^a?e%'rffel?£rp;J^Lnar^o! 

contents  therein. 

I  avail  myself  of  this:  opportunity  to  renew  to  Your  ExcelUnc 
the  highest  consideration. 


>  ) 


'.If’  ■ 

*/:  *  y 
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B.  Annex  No.  1 

"Strengthening  of  the  Japan-Gerrrany-Ttolv 
(Identical  with  "Strengthening  of  the  Javan -Germany- Italy 
Axle",  Decisions  made  by  the  Conference  of  the  hrlme  Minister 
and  the  Ministers  of  War,  the  Navy  and  Foreign  Affairs  on 
4  September  1940,  and  by  the  Liaison  Conference  on  IP 
September  1940,  of  the  Fxhlblt  S41,  Transcript  pages 
6307-6308). 

C.  "Draft  of  Basic  Principles  concerning  Negotiations  for 
a  Military  Alliance." 

Original  Draft  by  Army  and  Navy,  revised  by  the 
Porelgn  Office. 

D.  "Terms  of  Political  Understanding  Forming  the  ^asis  for 
the  Strengthening  of  Japan-Gennany-Italy  collaboration"  . 

F.  "Terms  of  Dhderstanding  concerning  the  Vutnal  Srp^'ort 
and  Cooperation  of  Japan  and  the  Two  Countries  of  Ger^many 
and  Italy  In  regard  to  the  wurope.an  War  and  China  Incident." 
P.  "Basic  Fssentlals  for  the  Strengthening  of  Japan -Gemnany- 
Italy  collaboration." 

0#  "Vain  Principles  Governing  Negotiations" 

(C-Q  are  Identical  with  "Basic  Principles  concerning 
Negotiations  for  a  Military  Alliance",  and  Its  4  Acpendlces, 
of  the  wxhlblt  541,  Transcript  pages  6310-6321) 

ADj'  ^Th'ree  pact  between  Japan,  Qennan  and  Italy"  (Identlplcal 
with  "Three  pact  between  Japan,  German  and  Italy"  of  the 
t'xhlblt  43)  ,  .  ,  / 
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PERSONAL  LETTER  OF  THE  GERi!AN  AI.!BASSADOR  TO  HIS  EX 
CELLFNCY  THE  IMPERIAL  JAPANESE  FOREIGN  MINISTER. 


Excellency; 

At  the  noment  when  our  conversations,  begun  on  the  9th  in-  .  !■. 

stant  at  Tokyo,  are  about  to  eventuate  in  a  successful  conclusion  -3 

of  the  Three  Powers  Pact,  it  is  Minister  Stahmer 's 'and  my  slrcer- 

est  desire  to  tender  to  Your  Excellency  the  expression  of  deepest  /■ 

appreciation  for  the  principal  part  Your  Excellency  has  played 
throughout  in  a  most  generous  end  accomnodetlng  spirit.  *  vS 

'I 

We  wish  to  take  this  occasion  to  state  once  more  in  this  let- 
ter  some  of  the  salient  points  reiterated  in  our  conversations  \ 

with  Your  Excellency  which  are  as  follows:  "  1 


The  German  Government  are  convinced  that  the  Contracting 
Parties  are  about  to  enter  into  a  new  and  decisive  phase  of  world 
history  in  which  it  will  be  their  task  to  assume  the  leadership  Ir. 

.the  establishment  of  a  new  order  in  Greater  East  Asia  and  Europe 
respectively. 

The  fact  that  for  a  long  time  to  come  their  interests  will  1 
coincide  and  the  unrestricted  mutual  confidence  of  the  Contracting  jj 
Parties  from  the  solid  foundation  on  which  the  Pact  is  built. 

The  German  Government  firmly  believe  that  the  technical  de-  '* 
tails  concerning  the  execution  of  the  Pact  will  be  settled  without  ■ 
difficulties  and  that  it  would  not  be  in  keeping  with  the  far  read  S 
Ing  importance  of  the  Pact  and  it  would  be  practically  impossible 
to  anticipate  all  possible  cases  which  might  arise  in  the  course 
of  its  application;  they  can  only  be  dealt  with  in  the  spirit  of  ^ 
mutual  confidence  and  helpfullness  as  they  arise  from  time  to  time. 


Conclusion  of  the  Technical  Commissions  stipulated  in  Article  TiSu 
4  of  the  Pact  shall  be  submitted  to  the  respective  Governments  for  a 
approval  in  order  to  be  put  in  force.  ^ 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  whether  or  not  a  Contracting  Par- 
ty-has  been  attacked  within  the  meaning  of  Article  3  of  the  Pact,'  ^ 
shall  be  determined  upon  consultation  among  the  three  Contracting  ^ 
Parties, 

V 


If  Japan,  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the  Pact,  should  be 
attacked  by  a  ^ower  so  far  not  engaged  in  the  European  War,  or 
the  China  Incident,  Germany  will  consider  it  a  matter  of  course  to 
give  Japan  full  support  and  assist  it  with  all  military  and  econo¬ 
mic  means. 


With  reg*»rd  to  the  relations  between  Japan  and  Soviet  Russia. 
Germany  will  do  everything  within  its  power  to  promote  a  friendly 
understanding  and  will  at  any  time  offer  its  good  offices  to  this 


end. 


4 
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technical  and  material,  as  far  as  possible,  In  favour  oi  japan  m 
order  both  to  facilitate  tho  establlsximent  of  a  new  order  In 
Greater  East  Asia  and  to  enable  her  to  be  better  prepared  for  any 
emergency.  Germany-  and  Japan  will  farther  undertake  mutually  to 
aid  each  other  in  procuring  in  every  possible  way  raw  materials 
and  minerals  including  oil,  which  they  will  have  been  in  need  of. 

The  German  Foreign  Minister  implicitly  believes  that  Italy 
will,  of  cSursfeV,  act  in  concert  with  Germany  and  .Japan  when  and 
where  assistance'  and  cooperation  by  Italy  is  sought  in  reference 
to  the  matters  bbove  enumerated. 

I  have  thb  honour  to  present  to  Your  Excellency  the  above 
expose  as  the  views  of  the  German  Foreign  Minister  conveyed  P^r- 
sonallv  bv  his  snecial  delegate.  Minister  Stanmer,  and  repeatedly 
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LETTER  PROLI  THF  FOREIGN  MINISTER  TO  THE  GERMAN 

.VViliftSEAOnD  . 


Excellency: 


I  have  the  honour  to  aokncivlodge  receiot  of  Your  Excellency's 
letter  No,  G-1000  of  this  d®t(',  and  1  feel  hopi/V  to  take  note  of 
the  contents  therein. 


myself  of  this  opoo^’tonl ty  to  rrncT  ro  Your  Excellencj 
the  highest  consideration,  *. 


■-  ?  '/!/' 
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LSTTZR  FRO:{  THS  F'^J^IGN  :.IINI3T3R  ' 
TO  TH3  GZiaiAIT  AM3AS':?AD0R 


Excellency: 

I  hove  the  honour  to  inform  Your  Exc o lie ncy  that , 
the  Japanese  Oovornmont  earnestly  share  the  hope  ^vith  the 
Governments  of  Germany  and  Italy  that  the  prosant 
European  Vfar  will  remain  limited  as  far  as  possible  in 
its  sphere  and  scope  and  will  come  to  a  speedy  conclusion 
.and  that  they  shall  on ‘their  pt.^'t  spare  no  effort  ir 
that  direction. 

However,  the  conditions  actually  prevailing  in 
Greater  East  Asia  and  elsewhere  do  not  permit  the  Japanese 
Government  to  rest  assured  in , the  present  circumstances 
that  there  is  no  danger  whatever  of  an  aimed  conflict 
talcing  place' between  Japan  and  Groat  Britain,  and 

I 

accordingly  they  desire  to  call  attention  of  thD  German 
Government  to  such  possibility  and'to  state  that  they 
feei  confident  th&t  Goimany  will  do  their  utmost  to  aid 
Japan  in  such  eventuality  v.lth  all  moans  in  their  powot', 

I  avail  Imyself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Your’’ 
Excellency  the  highest  consideration. 


■»* 


ft  ' 
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LETTER  FROfl  THE  GSRllAN  i,j'.lBASSADOR 
TO  THE  FOREIGN  J.HNISTER 


Excellency: 


I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
Your  Excellency's  letter  of  this  dote  Jyo-ni  No.  133 

I 

with  the  contents  as  follows: 

"I  have  the  honour  to  inform  Your  Excellency  that, 
the  Japanese  Governraent  earnestly  share  the  hope  vith  the 
Governments  of  Germany  and  Italy  that  the  present  European 

War  vdll  remain  limited  as  far  as  possible  in  its 

# 

sphere  and  scope  and  v>ill  come  to  a  speedy  conclusion 
and  that  they  shall  on  their  part  spare  no  effort  in  that 
direction. 

However,  the  conditions  actually  prevailing  in 
Greater  East  Asia  and  elsewhere  do  not  permit  the  Japanese 

I 

Government  to  rest  assured  in  the  present  circumstances 
thft  there  is  no  danger  whatever  of  on  armed  conflict 
taking  place  between  Japan  and  Great  Britain,  and 
accordingly  they  doslro  to  call  attention  of  the  German 
Government  to  such  a  possibility  and  to  state  that 'they 
feel  confident  thot  Germany  will  do  their  utmost  to  aid 

4 

Japan  in  such  evontuallty  vdth  all  moans  in  their  power." 

I  take  this  occasion  to  note  the  contents  of  Your 
Exco Honey's  letter. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
Your, Excellency  the  highest  consideration. 


t’i 


T 
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LETTER  FRO'.:  THE  FOREIGN  MIIJISTER  TO 
THE  GEEMAN  AJ.0A3SADOR 


Excellency: 

I  have  the  honour  to  ask  Your  Excellency  to  con¬ 
firm  the  following  oral  declaration  which  v/as  made  by 
Your  Excellency  on  behalf  of  the  German  Government: 

•^The  German  Government  agree  that  the  former 
German  Colonies  actually  under  Japan*  a  Mandate  in  the 
South  Seas  shall  remain  in  Japan *3  possession,  it  being 
understood  that  Germany  be  in  a  way  compensated  therefor. 
In  regard  to  other  former  Colonies  in  the  Soutli  Seas, 
they* shall  be  restored  automatically  to  Germany  upon 
conclusion  of  peace  ending  the  recent  European  War, 
Afterwards  the  German  Government  would  be  prepared  to 
confer,  in  an  accommodating  spirit,  with  the  Japanese 
Government  with  a  view  to  dispose  of  them  as  far  as 
possible  in  Japan»s  favour  against  compensatlcn 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
Your  excellency  the  highest  consideration. 


.  • 

* 
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LETTER  FRD:  THE 

TO  TIE  i’CREIO.T  MINI3TEP 


Excellency: 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  Your 
Excellency’s  letter  of  this  date  Jyo-ni  No,  134 
and  to  confirm  the  oral  declaration  set  forth  therein 
as  made  by  me  concerning  the  former  German  Colonies 
in  the  South  Seas. 


I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
Your  Excellency  the  highest  consideration. 
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UXCiQM  No*  2 

on  the  team  CoD-oi.4o;r  ..V/^0  tho  Foreign  'Airistor  conferred  at 
his  private  rosi.V.ncj  ‘‘‘iaia^er  £;t.Q.ia-.*  and  w’-o  Goivaan  i^jbassador  in 

japan,  and  after  oxetong^nK  questions  and  ansuors  in  continuance  of  the 
privious  day,  r^ad  th-c  private  and  tentative  plan  ef  the  Foreign  Minister 
as  of  i^ppondis  A,  explaining  tlxc.t  it  v/as  a  ouix'ary  of  stateoent  hy  the 
Genjan  side  on  the  first  conference  of  the  nifcoth  of  Septeuber.  and  that  ■ 

it  would  bo  binding  for  nobody  other  than  the  Foreign  minister  as  an 
individual.  HO  mndod  then  at  the  soLe  tiac  a  copy  of  the  above  and  , 
roduestod  that  it  bo  studied.  The  two  visited  again  the  Foreign  Minister 
at  his  private  residence  on  the  eleventh  of  oeptenber  (10.15-10*45  hours), 
prosonted  a  counter-proposal  ns  ef  Appendix  B,  and  explained  the  content  '  - 
saying  that  only  jarograph  III  was  different  froo  the  private  plan  of  the  I 
Foreign  Minister*  They  added  further  that  the  countor-proposal  was  a 
private  plan  ef  thoa  only  and  was  net  binding  for  the  Qomnn  Governaent. 
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TEiVTA 


VE  FCnKIIU 


I.  Jrpan  to  recognize  and  respect  the  leadership  of  Germany  and  Italy  in 
the  establishment  of  a  nev,-  order  in  Europe. 

II.  Germany  and  Italy  to  recognize  and  respect  the  leadership  of  Japan  in 
the  establishment  of  a  ne’.v  order  in  Greater  Jiast  Asia . 


III.  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  to  agree  mutually  to  cooperate  in  their 
efforts  on  aforesaid  lin*is  air*  to  consult  with  ono  another  as  to  the  suitable 
and  effective  means  to  remove  and  ovorco-'  any  and  all  obstacles  and 
hindrances  to  the  achievement  of  their  respective  aims. 


IV.  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  to  eg.'crj  to  pull  together  and  co-ordinate 
their  endeavours  with  a  view  to  establishing  a  now  world  order  to  mset  the 
changed  and  changing  vjcrld  conditions,  which  alone  can  be  a  Just  and  durable 
foundation  for  peace. 
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iObrtULA 


I.  Japan  to  reoot;;nisi,o  tnd  nvspect  tno  ioadorship  of 
Gereiuny  und  Italy  in  thu  establishmont  oi  o.  new  order  in 
Europo. 


Ill  Oonnany  und  Itiiiy  to  rucofoniz 
urship  of  Jnpun  in  tho  ostublisnmont  of 
East ‘ nsi u. 


III.  Jepan,  Gonnuiy  .nd  Italy  to 
rate  :  nd  to  conault  in  thoir  offortc  on 
to  assist  one  another  vdth  all  politic..!,  ooonomioi.l  fnd 
milit.  ry  moons  whon  ono  of  tho  throu  povitrs  concomed  v.lll  bo 
utcaoicod  by  a  power  not  included  in  tho  present  Luropotn  v.\t 
or  tho  Japrnose-Chinese  conflict. 


grov  mutu-.lly  to  coope 
aforut^.id  lines  end 


IV.  Jt.piji,  GeiTO.ny  .-jxd  It.^ly  to  ..gree  to  pull  together 
nd  coordinate  their  endvt.v.jurs  v.ith  u  vic\/  to  estebliehing 
new  world  order  t.j  muct  the  oh.j)^cd  ..nd  oh-nging  v.orle 
onditions  \.hloh  alone  can  be  a  Just  aid  ..ui-ablo  foundation  for 
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Contents  of  the  attached  document  la  a  memorandum 
containing  the  gist  of  conversations  between  the  Foreign 
Minister,  Minister  Heinrich  Stahmer  and  German  Ambassador  In 
Japan,  FUgen  Ott,  which  took  place  on  the  nlneth  (17t00- 
IPiOO  hours)  and  thi  tenth  (17f30-18t30  hours). 

The  Foreign  Minister  read  the  above  to  Minister  Stahmer 
and  Ambassador  Ott  on  a  Interview  of  the  eleventh  of  September 
(10,15-10,45  hours),  and  handed  Minister  Stahmer  a  copy  of 
the  memorandum  written  with  pencil,  after  the  correctness  of 
It  had  been  confirmed  by  the  other  side. 


AD  Tripartite  Alliance  of  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy 

(Identical  with  the  Exhibit  43,  Transcript  pages  6391-6393) 
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J  ■ 

SOME  OF  mE  SALIENT  POINTS  IN  THE  INFORMAL 
CCNFERSATlCiVS  BET.'ffiEN  MATSUOKA  AND  STAHMIR, 
MTH  THE  GERl'AN  AliBASSADOR  ASSISTING. 


1.  Germany  does  not  want  tho  present  conflict  develop  into  a  World 
War,  and  wishes  to  bring  It  to  termination  as  quickly  as  possible.  She 
particularly  wencr  the  I’nxted  States  to  stay  out. 

2.  Germany  djes  not  look  for  Japan's  militsu*y  assistance  at  this 
juncture  in  connection  vdth  her  war  with  Eiigland. 

• 

3.  What  she  wishes  of  Japan  is  to  have  Japan  play  the  role  of  re¬ 
straining  and  preventing  the  U.S.  from  entering  the  war,  by  all  moans.  Al¬ 
though  Germany  thinks  at  present  that  the  U.S.  will  not  enter  the  war,  she 
cannot  take  chance. 

4.  Germany  hardly  thinks  that  she  and  the  U.S.  will  come  to  blows 
in  the  near  future,  but  that  the  clash  and  war  botv/eon  Japan  and  the  U.S, 
cannot  eventually  be  avoided. 

5.  It  is,  so  Germany  believes,  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both,  Japan 
and  Germany  (of  course  Italy  to  be  included)  to  enter  into  an  understanding 
or  agreement,  whereby  they  vdll  be  thoroughly  prepared  effectively-  to  meet 
emergency,  at  any  moment.  This  can  only  prevent,  if  anything  can  prevent, 
America  from  entering  the  present  war,  or  entering  into  an  armed  conflict 
with  Jaoan  in  the  future. 

6.  A  strong  and  determined  attitude,  unoquivoceble  and  unmistakable, 
on  tho  part  of  the  three  notions,  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy,  and  the  knowledge 
of  it  hy  the  U.S.  and  the  world  at  large  at  this  juncture,  that  alono  can 
only  bo  of  a  powerful  and  effective  deterrent  on  the  U.S,  A  weak,  lukewarm 
attitude  or  declaration  at  this  juncture  will  only  invite  derision  and  danger, 

% 

7.  Germany  hopes  Japan  vdll  also  size  up  the  situation,  and  will 
realize  the  magnitude  and  the  reality  of  tho  potential  (may  be  intending,  who 
knows)  danger  coming  from  the  Western  Hemisphere,  and  will  act  quickly  and 
decisively  to  forestall  it  by  reaching  an  agreement  between  the  three'  (Japan, 
Germany  and  Italy)  of  such  a  nature  that  neither  tho  U.S.  nor  the  i^st  of  the 
world  would  be  leK  in  doubt,  conjecturing. 

8.  Hardly  necessary  to  say  that  Germany  (and  Italy)  will  do  every¬ 
thing  in  her  power  to  restrain  the  U.S,  on  the  Atlantic  and  will  at  once 
start  si^plying  Japan  with  as  much  of  tho  war  equipment  (such  as  aeroplanes, 
tanks  and  other  war  tools  with  men  even,  if  Japan  wishes  it)  as  she  can 
reasonably  spare,  and  will  otherwise  help  her  in  every  possible  way, 

(Matsuoka  remarked  that  those  things  might  and  in  fact  will  have  to  be  left 
to  a  sort  of  mixed  military  and  naval  commission  of  the  Axis,  granted  that 
Japan  joins  the  Axis  in  the  sense  and  in  the  vray  Germany  wants). 

9.  Of  course,  Germany  recognizes  and  respects  the  political  leader¬ 
ship  in  Greater  East  Asia.  All  she  wants  in  these  regions  is  of  economic 
nature,  and  she  is  ready  to  cooperate  with  Japan  to  further  her  aims. 

Naturally  she  looks  to  Japan  to  do  her  beat  to  acconmodate  German  enterprises 
and  to  enable  Germany  to  obtain  in  these  regions  materials  she  needs  and  may 
need. 
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I,  Japen  recognises  one’  respects  the  leadership  of  Germany  and 
Italy  in  the  estfibUshmont  of  a  new  order  in  Europe. 

II,  Germany  and  Italy  recognise  and  respect  the  leadership  of  Japan 
in  the  establishment  of  a  new  order  on  Greater  East  Asia. 

III,  Japan,  Germany  and  I&e^y  agree  to  cooperate  in  thedr  efforts  on 

the  aforesaid  lines.  They  furcher  urriertake  to  assist  one  another  with  all 
political,  economic  and  military  means  when  one  of  the  three  powers  concerned 
v/ill  either  openly  or  in  concealed  form  be  attacked  by  a  power  at  present 
not  included  in  the  European  war  or  in  th';  Japancse-Chinese  conflict,  ’ 

IV,  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  agree  to  cooperate  and  to  coordinate 
their ’ endeavours  with  a  view  to  establishing  a  nev;  world  order  to  meet  the 
cnanged  and  changing  wrld  conditions,  which  is  alone  a  Just  and  endurable 
foundation  of  peace. 

V,  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  agree  that  the  aforesaid  terms  do  not 
in  any  way  affect  the  present  political  status  between  the  three  afore¬ 
mentioned  powers  and  Soviet  Russia, 

VI,  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  will,  without  delay,  conclude  a  treaty 
la3dng  down  the  detrils  of  the  application  of  the  aforementioned  terms. 


lA*  ' 


■■'Pill 
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10.  Better  to  reach  agreement  betvieen  Germany,  Italy  and  Japan  first 
and  then  immediately  to  a;->proach  Soviet  Russia.  Germany  is  prepared  to  act 
part  of  an  honest  broker  on  the  question  of  rapproachaaent  between  Japan  and 
Soviet  Russia,  and  she  can  see  no  imsurmountable  obstacle  on  the  path,  may 

be  settled  with  much  difficulty.  Germany-Soviet  relations  are  (»ood,  contrary 
to  v/hat  the  British  procajjanda  tries  to  represent,  anrl  Russia  is  carrying  out 
to  the  satisfaction  of  Germany  all  her  engagements. 

11.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  Axis  (including  Japan)  must  be 
thoroughly  prepared  to  meet  the  worst  c.  urgency,  Gerraany  will,  on  the  other 
hand,  make  use  of  every  jrieans  in  her  pewer  to  prevent  the  clashing  between 
the  U.S.  and  Japan,  and  even  to  inprovo  the  relations  between  the  two,  if  it 
is  humanly  possible.  • 


12.  Gerraany,  in  asking  to  join  the  Axis  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
world  and  that  quickly,  before  the  war  against  England  closes,  is  taking  a 
long  view  of  carrying  on  stupendous  strurgle  against  the  British  Empire,  not 
to  say  the  Anglo-Saxondom  includii^  America,  The  present  war  may  end  before 
long,  but  this  great  struggle  will  go  on  for  tens  of  years  yet,  in  ono  form 
cr  another,  (f/atsuoka  emphasized  this  phase).  Let  the  three  (Germany,  Italy 
and  Japan)  stand  together  knitted  very  closely  until  the  great  aim  is 
■finally  achieved. 

13»  As  to  when  Italy  should  be  asked  to  join  in  the  prerent  dis¬ 
cussion,  the  Germany  Foreign  'Minister  will  consider  and  let  ^»e  Japanese 
Ftoreipi  Minister  know.  The  Gerraany  Govcrjimcnt  has  not  yet  conferred  with 
Italy.  Neither  Stahmer  nor  anyone  on  the  German  side  has  seen  the  Soviet 
official  on  the  matter. 

.  14.  Stahmer 's  words  may  be  regarded  as  coming  directly  from 
Ribbentrop, 

15  •  The  Japanese  Foreign  Minister  also  made  observation  on  several, 
points,  but  they  are  not  noted  here. 


I 


i 
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THREE  POWERS  PACT  PET’^EEl  GER-'/IT  AID  ITALY 


The  Governments  of  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy,  consider¬ 
ing  it  as!  the  condition  precedent  of  any  lasting  peace 
that  all  nations  of  the  v-orld  be  given  each  its  o\m  proper 
place,  have  decided  to  stand  by  and  co-operate  ?/ith  one 
another  In  regard  to  their  efforts  in  Greater  East  Asia 
an.d  the  regions  of  Europe  respectively  wherein  it  is  their 

prime  purpose  to  establish  and  maintain  a  new  order  of  things 

•  • 
calculated  to  promote  the  mutual  prosperity  and  welfare  of  i 

.  ? 

the  peoples  concerned.  Futhermore  it  is  the  desire  of  the 

three  Governments  to  extend  co-operation  to  such  nations 

.  » 

in  other  spheres  of  the  world  as  may  be  inclined  to  put 
forth  endeavours  along  lines  similar  to  their  own,  in  order 
that  their  ultimate  aspirations  for  world  peace  may  thus 
be  realized.  Accordingly  the  Goverrjaents  of  Japan,  Germany 
and  Italy  have  agreed  as  follows: 

I.  Japan  recognizes  and  respects  the  leadership  of 
Germany  and  Italy  in  the  establishment  of  a  new  order  in 

,  Europe. 

II.  Germany  and  Italy  recognize  and  respect  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Japan  in  the  establishment  of  a  nev  order  in  Greater 
East  Asia, 

III. ' Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  agree  to  cooperate  in  their 
efforts  on  the  aforesaid  lines.  They  further  undertake  to 
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assist  one  another  vlth  ail  political,  ocono-nic  and  military 
means  'J^hen  one  of  the  three  contracting  Po'"ers  .concerned  is 
attacked  (either  openly  or  covehtly)  by  a  pover  at  present 
not  Involved  in  the  Ruropean  rvar  or  in  the  Japanese-Chlrese 
conflict. 

IV,  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  affirm  that  the  aforesaid 
terras  do  not  in  any  ^ay  affect  the  political  states  vhlch 
exists  at  present  as  hetr^een  each  of  the  three  contracting 
Powers  and  Soviet  Russia. 

V.  The  present  Pact  shall  come  into  effect  immediately 
upon  slpnat’^re  and  shall  ^-emalr  in  force  for*  ter  years  ’from 
the  date  of  its  coming  into  force. 

At  proper  time  before  the  exT'lratlor  of  the  said  tem  ^ 

I 

the  High  Contracting  Parties  shall,  at  the  request:  of  any 
one  of  them,  enter  into  negotiations  for  its  reneral, 

,  In  faith  vhereof,  the  ”nderslpred,  duly  authorized 

by  their  respective  Governments ,. have  signed  this  Pact  and 


•  have  affixed  hereto  their-  seals. 

Done  in  triplicate  at- 


,  the 


day  of 


O';.  • 

-I, 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/do(^eee9e/ 


►  ’»*  - 


•  rt  »*  *»  •  ;  ^ 


*  •  •  •  • 

•  •  ,  •  •  -  I  I  « 

Dof  •  *DOOr  '  »  V  '.*'!?  ’  • ‘f  t  I  i  •■>.'  ••’;.'  »  *  *  '*  r  h*  T  " 

Strictly  CorXlderti.nl  ^  . 


ppOT'^COL 
.  .  •  • 


■-  t-J 


Mth  reference  td  the  Pect  slfned  or.  this  da-'.-  by 
the  V^eVerf five's  -or- Japer,  ■'-.er'nhhy  er.d  .Itely  the  portrecte  „ 

ire  parties  have  errl'/dd'  elf 'the*  rollo-l'nr  urde-rdtepdlnge  rVir  i'! 
■  ’ 't.''  (■  rl '  'hm-a  det’ermri  by  icirsnltetlOP  eritVone  • 

eeteiled-^reredesrtd  on  the  co-cr«retton  .and, 
motpel  asUstence  tetreon  Jafad,  r-erTOry  and  Italy. as  stl- 
pplated  in  Paragraph  III.  of  the- Pact,.  Point  unitary  and., 
naval  aomralsslons,  preferably  on.n  at  ToMo  and  another., at  •.,•  , 
Berlin  or  Rba,6, 'tofethe-r  ’slth  a  Joint  Beonotalo  •Coa.dlsslon, 
shan.forthrltb  be  Wnlzed.  The  composition  of  the  afore-, 

...  .  *  _ _ ^  ▲.  4  .i-vws  Vv%r 


saircommlssion  shall  be  determined  through  oor.sultlon  by  , 
«i'o^™nts’dfjepar,  Germany  and'lt.iyv 

’  ■  ‘  The'  eoneiusio'nL  of  the  'said '  Commissions;  shall,  be  , 

submitted  to  the  respective  boverrmerts  for  arProVal-ln  order 

to  be  put  in  force.  ‘  ’  ’ 

'  n.'  -u^erheror  fbt  V  ContVaitlrg  Pany'br  Parties  has  ■ 

or  hsve.b^r  attaeked  ;OT!erily 'or 'Sovadtly-as' silutilatad  ih.  !h 

P^rr-prnrh  TIT.  of  the  Pnct  shnll  be  dt^r^.ined  by  the. re 

fct-bf  such,  en  .ettBck 

scectivo  Goverrments,  nrd  Ir  ca.e  re 

has  beer  established  the  measure  of  mutual  essls.tajice  .of  ,  ^ 
rolltlcal,  eoonomlo  ard  military  nature  to  be  adopted  by -the 
Oontraetlrg  Parties  shall  be  studied  and  reeommended  by  the 
aforesaid  Commissions,  subject  to  approval  of  the  respective 

Ctoverrnjent . 
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III,  As  the  co-orerntlor  erd  mutual  esslstarce  stlptJlnted 
In  Paragrprh  ITT.  of  the  Tret  have  In  viev  as  frrdamental 
alms  the  efforts  to  establish  forthvlth  a  rev  order  Ir  Greater 
East  Asia  and  Enroroj  to  evertntte  Ir  a  rev  vorld  order,  bles¬ 
sing  Humanity  v.lth  a  just  and  eq’’itable  re«ce,  Gormary  and 
Italy  shall,  Ir  time  of  peace  as  •’•ell  as  var,  take  ell  ros- 
slble  niens”r?s  to  rostr'^lr  a  Third  ro’"er  or  Dovers  on  the 
Atlantic  vlt.h  a  vler.  to  better  erabllrg  Ja^^n,  Germary  and 
Italy  to  eccorarllsh  .their  com^’or  aj-n  of  establlshlrg  a  rev 
order  Ir.  Greater  East  'sir  .and  In  the  Pacific  Deslr  In  Gereral. 

In  the  evert  of  Japan  balrg  attacked  by  a  Po’-ver'or 
Powers  rot  at  'presort  Irvolvod  In  either  tha  Eurorean  -'ar 
or  the  Slro-Japarsse  conflict  referred  to  In  the  last  part 

\  I 

of  Paragraph  III.  of  the  rressr.t 'Pact,  Germary  and  Italy 
also  undercoke  co  come  to-Jarar's  a^glstarce  in  the  Peclflc 
rtcear  ^vlth  all  their  sears  and  resources. 

*'  ■  IV,  hi le  Germany  ard  Ttnly  undertake  to  use  their  good' 
offices  r  1th  a  vlev  'of  Improving  relations  bet'^eer  Japan  and  “ 
thre  r.S.Si^J,  Jar.ar,  Ger’i?‘ny  and  Italy  shall  make  ’’t'host 
efforts' to  Induce  the  ^.S.S.H,  to  act  In  accord  ^'Ith  the 
majr  purroses  of  the  present  Pact, 

V.’  The  Contracting  P.artles  undertake  to  exchange  from 
time  to  tl’ie  v  lthout 'delay  all  usoTrl  Inventions  and  devices 
of  v/ar 'and  to 'si'pnly  ?ore  another  ’"Ith  v'ar  e‘qulpn.3rts,’s”ch  '• 
as  aororlahes ,*  tanks , ‘run’s ,’  explosives  etc.  ’"Ith  each  Party  ’ 
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mry  n®sor^bly  sr*’!’*?,  tofethsr  v’5th  technfc*'!  skill  nnd  ?ner» 
should  they  be  required.  Further'nore  th'jy  ere  proprired  to 
do  utraost  ir  furrJshirg  ore  brother  *"ith  ^rd  in  olding  one 
tinother  in  the  efforts  to  rroe’ire  Tilnerrls  including  oil 

*  ti 

end  othsr  mpterl^ls  •''s  v'oll  *-s  n^chlrery  for  ■•rr  industries 
nnd  various  requisites  for  livelihood  v’lth  machinery  of  nil 
sorts  employed  in  the  production  of  such  requisites, 

VI.  The  present  Protocol  shall  remnlr  secret  and 
shall  not  be  published. 

Done  in.  trlrllcnte  *>t  «  the  day  of 
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Strictly  Corf i'lertl"! 

Excellercy: 

I  hp.ve  the  honour  to  state  that,  the  Jercrese  Govern- 
taert  eerrestly  sh«re  the  hope  vlth  the  Ooverr\ierts  of  Germany 
and  Italy  that  the  present  Enrorear  ”'ar  will  r<me.lr  limited 
as  far  as  possible  Ir  Its  sthere  ard  score  and  vlll  come 
to  a  speedly  conclvsl6Dv nrd  that  they  shall  or  their  part 
spare  no  effort  Ir  that  direction. 

Hov-ever,  the' cordi  tl ors  actually  prevailing  In 
Greater  East  Asia  end  elsewhere  do  rot  permit  the  Japanese 
Governmert  to  rest  assured  that  there  Is  no  danger  whatever 
bf  ar  armed  conflict  taking  place  bet'^eer  Japan  «nd  Great 
Britain,  and  accordingly  they  desire  to  call  attention 
of  the  German  and  Italian  Governments  to  such  a  possibility 
end  to  ask  the  German  and  Italian  Governments  whether  In  such 
eventuality  the  Japanese  Government  may  expect  assistance 
and  co-operntlon  In  every  possible  form  ns  provided  for 
under  Parapraph  III.  of  the  present  Pact  mutatls  mutandis. 

.  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
Your  Excellercy,  the  highest  consideration. 
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I  bftve  the  honour  to  st«te  to  Yo^r  J5:'cellercy  thnt 


Irpsw’ch  P.S  the  Gern'^r  ?rd  Ttellor  Governiaonts  reooprlze 


prd  resjrect  the  leadership  of  recnrd  to  the  establish 


ment  of  e  rev  order  Ir  Greater  ^pst  Asl",  it  is  considered 


highly  desirable  >‘y  this  ^’Overrmert  thet  pH  the  for'ner 


Gerrrjpn  Colonies  In  the  Peclflc  oree  should  be  ceded  to  Jerpn, 
v1tho'’t  conirersplilor  Ir  the  case  of  the  Group  of  Islands 
"nondated  by  Jatan  and  viMth  uroper  copitersatlor  In  the  ease 
of  other  nandsted  Islands  as  veil  ps  those  pctually  in 


British  possession 


It  Is  understood  sas  matter  of  course  that  Japan 


shpll  accord  a  sreclally  favourable  treetnent  to  the  act 
ivltles  of  Germany  and  her  nationals  In  these  regions  as 
compared  to  any  other  ration  or  their  nationals. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  oprorturlty  to  renew  to 
Your  Excellency,  the  highest  consideration. 
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ITALY 


T’CV'ESS  PACT  PIT'  EET  JAPAl',  CERMA”Y 


Tho  Govornmonts  of  Japnn,  Gorranny  and  Italy,  coneidar- 
ing  It  ns  tho  conditio  prooodo'nt  of  any  lasting  poaoo  that 
all  nations  of  tho  world  bi  givon  onch  its  wv/n  propar  olnoa 
hnvo  dooidad  to  stand  by  and  oo-oporatc  with  ona  anothor 
in  ragard  to  th-'ir  of"ort8  in  Grantor  Eapt  A4ia  and  tho 
regions  of  Europe  respootivol"  wherein  it  is  their  nri-ne 
purpose  .to  ostablish  and  malrtain  p.  now  ordor  of  things 
calculated  to  promote  tha  mutual  prosporSty  and  welfare  of 


tho  oaoples  oonoernod.  Purthermor'  it  is  the  dosiro’of 
tho  throe  Goverrm  nts  tf  extend  cooperation  to  such  nations 


in  other  sohoras  of  the  world  ag  may  be  irolinod  to  out 


forth  endeavours  along  linos  similar  to  their  own,  in  ordor 
that  their  ultimate  aspirations  for  world  ponoo  may  thus  be 
r'^alirod.  Accordingly  the  Govrnmonts  of  Japan,  Germany  and 


Italy  hnvo  agreed  as  followsi 

I,  Japan  rooognisoa  and  rospocts  tho  leadership  of 

Germany  end  Italy  in  the  e st'ib I ishment  of  a  now  ordor  in  Eurono 

'  lW-\ 

II.  Germany  and  Italy'  rjS'CfeiigniZo  and  resoact  tho  load- 
rrship  pf  Japan  in  the  ea jif»tli»hment  of  a  n' w  order  in  Great 


East  Asia,  ^ 

III.  Japon,  Germany  and  Italy  agree  to  cooperate  in  their 

efforts  on  the  afar-esaid  linos.  They  further  undertake  to 
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05,l,t  on«  .coth->r  »lth  «11  polltl'f'-  --onomlo  ™na  military 
moan.  ,hon  on.  of  tho  throo  oortrootlne  Po«or,  ooroornod  1. 
ottnoicod  (olthor  oponly  or  oovortlv)  ty  •>  oowor  ot  oro.ort  not 
iroolood  in  tho  -inronoon  *or  or  In  tho  Joonno.o -Ohlno.o  oor'llot 

IV.  Jaoon,  Sirmany  and  Italy  nfflrm  that  tho  .rorornld 
torn,,  do  not  in  ony  v,oy  afoot  tho  polltlool  .totuonhloh  oxl.t. 
nt  oro.ont  o.  hot-oon  o.oh  of  tho  throo  oontr.otlne  Powor.  and 

Soviet  RubeAoo 

V.  Tho  pro.ont  Foot  sholl  oon.o''.lnto  of-oot  Imnodl.toly 

'  upon  .Unotoro  .nd  shell  romnln  Ir,  foro,  for  ton  yoor.  from  tho 

deto  Its  coming -into  ^oroo, 

At  proper  tlmo  boforo  tho  oxnlrotlon  of  tho  sold  torn, 

tho  high  Cootrnotlng  Portlo.  shall,  at  tho  roquo.t  oo  ony  ono 
of  thorn, ontor  Into  ndgotlatlons  for  its  rono-ol. 

.In  faith  vhoroof,  tho  ondorslgnod,  doly  authorlsod  by  thol. 
no.pootlvo  Oooornmonts,  h-,vo  slgnod  this  Foot  ond  havo  nfflxod 
horot-o  th^ir  sen  Is. 

Tore  in  tr3olio«.te  at  ,  tho  dnv  of 
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P’lOTOCOL 


Parties  have  arrived  q 


another  the  detailed  arrangements  on  the  oo-operatlon  an<i  mutual 
assistanoo  betvoen  Jaoan,  Germany  end  Italy  as  stieulnted  in 

_ TTT  An  Pn«+..  Joint  Military  and  A’avnl  Commissloiis 


bly  one  at  Tokio  and  another  at  Berlin  or  Rome,  together 
Joint  Boonomio  Commission,  shall  rorthv/ith  be  orgr-nisod. 
position  of  the  aforesaid  Commisions  shall  be  determined 
nnnRultetion  bv  th"  Governmert  of  Janan,  Germany  and 


Italy 


id  'Cornu  is  p  ions  shall  be  submitted 


The  conclusions  of  the  a 


roval  in  order  to  be 


f  or CO  . 

,  ■^bother  or  not  a  Contracting  Partv  or  Parties 
have  been  attacked  openly  or  covertly  as  stlpul'.ted 
graph  III.  of  the  Pact  shall  be  determined  uoon  con 
_ _ Cnn+.m ctlne  Partidts,  and  in  case 


nature  to 
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8 

r'.  oom-nondad  by  thn  n**oros".id  Co»mislon8,  Bubjoct  to  nporoval 


ctivo  G  ov  -  rriiT.''.  nts 


As  the  oo-op"*  ration  r.nd  mutual  nsslstanc'}  sti 


pulntad  ir  Paragraph  III.  of  tha  Pact  havo  In  view  as  ‘•undamortr. 
nims  tha  of^’orts  to  ostabliph  ‘’orthorith  a  nov:  order  in  Gmtor 


•^rst  Asia  and  Europe,  to  eventuate  ir  a  nev'  'vorld  order, 
blossing  "umanity  vith  a  Just  and  equitable  peaoo,  Germany  and 
Italy  shall,  in  tin''  o'*  peaco  ns  wall  as  w'r,  take  all  oossiblc 
measures  to  restrain  a  Third  Po^'ers  or  Powrs  on  the  Atlantic 
with  o  viow  to  bettor  enabling  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  to 
rjooomplish  their  oommon  r.  im  of  establishing  a-  new  order  in 
Greater  East  Asia  and  in  tho  Pacific  Fesin  in  general. 

In  tho  -vent  of  Jopan  being  attacked  by  n  Power  or  ^ow^rs 
not  at  present  involved  in  either  the  Euronean  TTar  of  the  Sino- 
Jhoanoso  conflict  r-^erred  to  in  th’  last  onrt  oP  Paragraph  III. 
cP  tho  Pact,  Germany  end  Italy  also  undortaVo  to  come  to  Japan'o 
assistnroe  in  the  Pacific  Ocoen  with,  all  their  moans  and  r'souro 

IV.  ’^hile  Germany  and  Italy  undortake  -to  use  thdir 

good  of<’loes  with  a  viow  to  improvi*-?  relations  between  Jaoar. 
and  the  U.S.S.P.,  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  shall  make  utmost  . 
of^orts  to  indue-  the  U.S.S.P.  to  act  in  accord  with  tho  main 


puroosos  o'*  the  ores  nt  Paot. 

V,  The  Contracting  Parties  undortake  to  exch-ngo 
from  timo  to  time  without  dolay  all  use'’ul  inventions  and 
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dovlcos  o<*  w'xr  ^nd  to  suoply  ono  nnoth  r  with  v/o  r  oquipm-nts, 
such  ns  mronl-^ncs,  tanVs,  ffuns,  -^xploslv-s  etc.,  -rhloh  oooh 
party  ’n'*y  r'^.s  o»'ahly  Bonr**,  tegothor  with  tichrienl  s’cill  ‘»nd 
’non,  should  th-sy  b-i  roquirod.  Furthornor=)  thjy  aro  Dr^.p".rod 
to  do  ut’Tif'st  ir  ‘’urnlshing  nm  nnoth-r  with  ond  in  aiding  o  o 
nnotV-**-  in  the  efforts  to  prt-curo  rnir^nls  i  olud  ing  oil  »<nd  etl 
iQt"rial8  as  woll  "  s  maohinory  for  v.nr  Industries  and  various 

^  I 

roquisitoe  '’or  livolihood  -rith  maohinr’'  of  all  sort’s  imnloyod 

Ir  tho  nroduo^tion  suoh  requisiton. 

VI.  In  cor'’orT'lty  with  the  soirit  '"hioh  prompted  tho 
corclusion  o'*  tho  prosont  Pact,  the  Governments  o'*  tho 

I 

Contracting  Forties  undortake  to  enter  into  negotiations 
without  dolay.  with  a  view  to  deciding  noon  moasur.es  o'*  assuring 
to  tho  oth- r  Contracting  Par.tias  *5^  their  Kationals,  in  their 
uoamerolol  and  industrial  actiwitioa  in  tho  r-gions  whore  tho 

I 

Contracting  Parties  are  rospootiv^ly  r'^cognisod  to  have 

leadorahln  bv  virtue-  Paragraph-  I"  and  II  of  tho  presort  Paot, 

% 

a  nosition  which  is  preponderant  in  comparison  to  that  o^  any 

Third  Por*r  and  its  nationals.  ^ 

VII.  Tho  presort  Protooo^  shall  remain  socret  and  shall 


not  bn  published. 

Dono  ih  triplicate  at 


,  the  day  of 
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I  hf\*ra  tho  hon'^ur  to  stnto  thnt,  th«  J-nnanasa  Govarmi?nt 
aarnastly  shara  tha  hopa  with  tho  Gov"rr"iant8  of  Gamany  and 
Italy  that  tho  orasent  ’^ureponn  Vmr  will  ramo  Ir  limitod  as  ♦'nr 
as  Dosslblo  in  its  sohore  and  soopo  and  will  oo.na  to  a  spoody 
oonoLuslon  and  that  they  shall  on  their  part  soaro  no  effort 
in  that  direction. 

However,  tho  conditions  actually  prevailing  in  Greater  East 
Asia  and  elsewhere  do  not  permit  tho  Japanese  Government  to 
rest  assured  that  th®**''  is  no  danger  whatever  of  an  armed 
conflict  taking  place  between  Japan  and  Groat  Britain,  and 
accodingly  they  desire  to  call  attention  of  the  German  and 
Italian  Gov-rnments  to  such  a  possiblility  and  they  feel  con¬ 
fident  that  Germany  and  Italy  will  do  thair  utmet  to  aid  Japan 
in  such  eventuality  with  all  moans  in  their  power • 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunlth  to  ronow  to  Your  Exo'^iler 

the  highest  consideration. 


r 


*2* 
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Bxoo  llonoy  i 


I  hHV9  tho  honour  to  stato  to  Your  Sxoo  Honey  that 
Inaamuoh  oa  tho  Oorman  and  Italian  Oovarnmants  roopgnlto 
and  rosooot  tho  loadorshlp  o^  Jaoan  in  rogard  to  tho 
oatablishmont  of  o  now  ordor  in  Greater  East  Asia,  it  is 
corsidorod  highly  dosirably  by  this  Govornmont  that  all  ►ho 
formor  Gorman  Colonios  in  tho  Pacific  aroa  should  bo  oodod  to 
Jaoan,  without  oomoonsation  in  tho  or.so  of  tha  Grouo  of  Islands 
mandat'd  by  Jaoan  and  with  proper  oomponeation  5n  tho  oaso  of 
othor  mandated  islands  as  well  as  those  actually  in  British 
D  08  so  ss ion. 

It  is  understood  as  a  matter  of  course  that  Jaoan  shall 
accord  a  specially  favournblo  treatmont  to  the  activities  of 
Germany  and  her  nationals  in  these  regions  as  compared  to  any 
other  nation  or  their  nationals. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Your 
Bxoollcnoy,  tho  highest  consideration. 


eii.  • 


-n 

li 
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\ND  IT\LY 


?0’''  ?ACT  jB^JT'VEEN  JA 


In  Europe. 

II.  Germany  nn-t  Italy  r-.cognlzo  and  mspect  tho 
lo  .dors^ip  of  Japan  in  tho  ostr.bllshmont  of  u  new  order 
In  Oroator  East  Asia. 
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111.  Ja^n,  a^rrany  Italy  agroo  to  oo-ooomto  In 

t'Aoln  offorts  on  tho  nforosald  lln.js.  If  n  oow.  r  not 
at  orooont  Includ.xl  In  tho  Baropoan  War  or  tho  Ohlnoso- 
,Ta„oa'nooo  oonfllot  oommlto  an  act  'of  aggrooslon  agninat 
ono  of  tho  throo  contracting  partlos,  Jawn,  Oormny 
and  Italy  undortaBo  to  doolaro  war  on  ouoh  oowr  and 
ao  oaalat  ono  another  v'lth  i-Il  nolltlcal,  oconomlc 


said  terms  do  not  In  any  way  iJooc  ono  ooaao...* 
which  exists  at  ?T  .sent  as  bot'woon  each  of  tho  throo 

contracting  fowors  an;i  ■'ovl.-t  Hassle.. 

VI.  ’The  prosont  Pact  shall  como  Into  of foot  Iramodlato 
ly  upon  signature  .nd  shall  romaln  In  foroo  for  ton  years 

from  tho  d?.to  of  its  coming  into  force. 

'  i\t  prooor  ti.no  boforo  tho  oxpitatlon  of  tho  said 
term  t-o  HiS^  Contracting  Partios  shall,  at  tbo  roquost 
nf  anv  ono  of  thorn,  ontv.r  into  n-  gotiatlons  for  its  re¬ 


nown  1. 

in  faith  whoroof,  tho  Underslgn-.d,  duly 
by  thoir  rospoctivo  Go^'ornin.^nts,  have  signed 


utho.cizod 
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:ind  '^fflxod  horoto  thoir  Seals. 

Done  In  triplicate  at  'okro,  the  day  of  Soptombor, 

1940. 


4 


'  •  .4 


D^F.  noc.  #1666-Q 

In  our  opinion  an  oxnlioit  omohasia  of  th-o  obligation  to 
doolaro  war  would  hnvo  a  epooially  strong  noutra 11* ing  offoct 
on-Amorioa,.  Araorioa  v/ould  oortalnly  hositato  ton  tiaios  b'foro 
ont'’rlng  tho  war  if  the  pact  stated  in  claar  and  Improsalv.o 

i 

terms  that  Amorloa  would  then  automat loally  bo  at  war  with 
throe  groat  povrors. 
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T'-T'.  0ov:»rntnont8  of  Gormi.ny  'ind  Italy,  conaidor 


Inii  it  as  t'^  .  condition  oroc<;dont  of  ixny  lasting  ^oaco  that 
all  nations  of  tho  world  bo  given  ouch  its  own  orooor  place 


decided  to  st;.nd  by  .^nd  co-oouruto  wit'^  one  •. nothin  in 


regard  to  th-.lr  efforts  in  Gr-)ator  Sast  kair.  and  t'  o  ro- 

* 

gionn  of  liurooo  r  sn-.ctlvoly  vhoroln  it  is  tholr  orl’no  pur 


P030  to  ostabllsb  and  malntiin  a  n(;W  order  of  things  cal 


culutud  to  oromote  the  mutual  prosperity  and  wolfaro  of  the 


Dooolus  conenmod.  Purthorraore  it  is  tho  doslre  of  the  throe 


GovornDKints  to  extend  co-onoration  to  such  nations  in  other 


bn  inclined  to  out  forth  endeavours 


sehorea  of  tho  v/orld  as  rn 


lincjs  similar  to  t''olr  o’n,  in  order  f'-at  thoir  ultimate 


aspirations  for  world  po'ioo  may  thus  bo  rotilizr.d.  According 


ly  the  Governments  of  J.o  ui,  Germany  and  Italy  hav 


agreed 


as  follova 


J.'i  3f..n  rooognizos  f-.nd  rosvecta  tho  loadershlo  of  Germany 


strblishmc.nt  of  a  n  w  order  in  .iiurooo 


and  Italy  in  th 


rocOtini^e  and  resouct  tho  lo:.dor 


ship  of  J'.oau  in  tho  «»3tabllsl-inont  of  a  ner-ordor  in  Groat 


Gorman*.*  and  Italy  anr^o  to  oo-ooorato  in  tholr 


III.  Juoan 


efforts  on  tho  aforesaid  lin>'.3.  If  a  power  not  at  arosont 


t- 

■  0 
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included  In  tVio  'Curonenn  'Var  or  tho  Chlno.Ti-.T.'xninost^  Con¬ 
flict  commits  'in  not  of  iX'i'',r-.3:vion  ;i/;;*innt  ono  of  the  throo 
Contracting  ?artlo3,  *^;4i)\n,  0orm-..n7  imd  Italy  undjrtako  to 
assist  onf!  another  "Ith  all  polltlctl,  economic  and  military 
moans. 

IV.  \.ith  a  vlow  to  im^lomontinj;  the  orosont  ?act.  Joint 
Technical  Commissions  tho  mo?ibors  of  ^hlch  aro  to  bo  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  rosooctivc  Ooviirnmen  of  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy 
will  .'neot  without  delay, 

V.  Jaoan,  Germany  and  Italy  affirm  that  tho  aforesaid 
terms  do  not  in  any  way  affect  tho  political  status  which 
exists  at  present  ns  betv'oon  oach  of  the  throo  contracting 
Powers  and  Sovlot  Russia. 

VI.  The  orcsont  Pact  shj.ll  come  into  offoct  iramodiatoly 
upon  signaturo  and  shall  roirain  in  force  for  ton  yoars  from 
the  date  of  its  coming  into  force. 

.  At  proonr  time  before  U'c  oxoii<itlon  of  tho  said  term 
tho  High  Contracting  Parties  shall,  at  tho  reeuost  of  any 
ono  of  thorn,  enter  into  noiotiatlons  for  its  renewal. 

In  faith  whoroof,  tho  Undorslgncd,  duly  authorized  • 
by  thoir  rosooctivo  Governments,  have  signed  this  Pact 
and  havo  affixed  hereto  thoir  Seals. 

^one  in  trl'Pllcato  at  Tohyo,  the  day  of  Sontombor, 

1940. 
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Striotly  Confidential 
Excellency: 

I  have  the  honour  to  state  tliat  the  follovfine  are  sorne  of  the 
salient  points  of  our  several  conversations  that  had  taken  place  from 

the  9th  to  the  21st  September,  1940,  relative  to  the  tonclusion  of  the 
Three  Povvers  Pact  signed  on  this  day: 

1.  Joint  Technical  Commission.  ,  stipulated  in  Paragra^  IV,  of  the 
Pact,  shall  bo  organized  at  once  together  with  a  Joint  Economic  Com¬ 
mission.  The  composition  of  the  aforesaid  Commisaions  shall  be  determine.* 

•  t\nwigh  Consultation  by  the  Governments  of  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy. 

The  conclusions  of  the  said  Commissions  shall  be  submitted  to  the 


respective  Governments  for  approval  in  order  tote  put  in  force, 

II,  i.hether  or  not  a  poner  not  at  present  involved  in  the  European 

V.ar  or  the  Sino-Japancse  Conflict  has  cemmittod  an  act  of  aggression 

•  » 

against  one  of  the  three  Contracting  Parties  as  stipulated  in  Paregraph 

III.  of  theiphct,  shall  bo  determined  upon  consultation  among  the  JapapoS'- , 
German  and  Italian  Governments,  and  in  case  the  fact  of  such  an  aggression 
had  boon  established  the  measures  of  mutual  assistance  of  political, 
econoicic  and  military  nature  to  be  adopted  by  the  Contracting  Parties 
shall  be  stuiied  and  recommended  by  the  aforesaid .Cemmissions,  subject 

N 

to  approval  of  the  respective  Governments. 

III,  the  co-operation  and  mutual  assistance  stipulated  in  Paragraph 
III,  of  the  Pact  have  in  vievi  as  fundamental  aims  the  efforts  to  establish 
forthwith  a  new  order  in  Greater  East  Asia  and  Burppe ,  to  eventuate  in  a 
new  v'>rlQ  order,  blessing  Humanity  with  a  just  and  equitable  peace, 

-  1  - 
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Germany  ahalli  in  time  of  peace  oa  v.oll  as  nar»  take  all  possible  measures, 
in  conjunction  with  Italy,  to  restrain  a  Third  lower  or  Io\.Brs  on  the 
.ktlantio  with  a  viev.  to  better  enabling  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  to  ac¬ 
complish  theix’  common  aim  cf  establishing  a  nev.  order  in  Gi'eater  East  Asia 
and  in  the  lacific  Baain  in  general. 

In  the  event  of  Japan  being  attacked  by  a  {bv.er  or  Pomers  not  at 
present  involved  in  either  the  Eurepoon  \  or  or  the  Gino-Jopanore  Conflict 
referred  to  in  the  last  part  of  Fay.agraph  III.  of  the  present  Fact,  Germ  .ly 
also  undertakes  to  come  to  Japan's  assistance  in  the  Pacific  Oce^  rith  all 
their  means  and  resoxirces. 

IV.  fhile  Germany  xindertakes  to  use  their  good  offices  with  a  vior/  to 
improving  relations  between  Japan  and  the  U. S.S.P. ,  Japan  and  Germany  shall 
medeo  utmost  efforts  to  induce  the  U. S. S.R.  to  act  in  accord  the  main  purpoao 
of  the  present  Pact. 

V.  Japan  and  Germany  undertake  to  exchange  from  time  to  time  without 
delay  all  useful  inventions  devices  of  war  and  to  supply  mutually  with  war 
equipments,  such  as  aeroplanes,  tanks,- guns,  explosives  etc.,  r.hich  they 
may  reasonably  spare,  together  with  technical  skill  and  men,  should  it 
bo  required.  Furthermore  they  are  prepared  mutually  to  do  utmost  in 
furnishing  with  and  in  aiding  in  the  efforts  to  prociire  minerals  including 
oil  emd  other  materials  as  well  as  machinery  for  war  industries  and  various 
requisites  for  livelihood  with  machinery  of  all  sorts  ompiyyod  in  the 
production  of  such  requisites. 

^It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  above  understandings  shall  remain  secret 
and  shall  not  be  published* 

-  2  - 
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It  is  desired  that  Your  Excellency  would  confirr"  the  understandings  as 
above  set  forth. 

I  aVail  Thyself  rf  this  opportunity  to  ronav.  to  Your  Excellency,  the 
highest  consideration. 

i 

strictly  Confidential 
Excallenoyi 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform"  Your  Excellency  that,  the  Japanese  Govern¬ 
ment  earnestly  share  the  hope  Tfith  the  Govem»"ents  of  Genmany  and  Italy  that 
the  present  European  Var  will  rem>ain  limited  os  far  as  possible  in  its  sphere 
and  scope  and  will  ocr-o  to  a  speedy  conclusion  and  that  they  shall  on  their 
part  spare  no  effort  in  that  direction . 

ibv.fcver,  the  conditions  actually  prevailing  in  Greater  East  Asia  and 
elsewhere  do  not  permit  the  Japanese  Government  to  rest  assured  that  there 
is  no  danger  whatcivur  of  on  armed  conflict  taking  place  bet\-6en  Jai)an  and 
C^eat  Britain,  and  accordingly  they  desire  to  call  attention  of  the  German 
Government  tr  such  a  possibility  and  to  state  that  they  feel  confident  that 
Gei*memy  will  do  their  utmost  to  aid  Japan  in  such  eventuality  with  all  moans 
in  their  power. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Ycur  ESccollency,  the 
highest  consideration. 


■ 
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strictly  Confidential 
Excellency: 

I  have  the  honour  to  ask  Youi-  excellency  to  confir*"  the  accuracy  of 
tho  following  oral  decleuration  which  was  "'ade  by  Your  Excellency  on  behali 
of  the  CerTpan  Governn«ntt 

■The  Oerrpan  Governp«nt  r.grce  that  the  for*por  Oer^an  Colonies  actually 
under  Japan* s  K'andate  in  the  South  Seas  will  forever  roirain  in  Japan’s 
possession  against  an  adequate  compensation.  I  regard  to  other  foi>«r 
Colonies  in  the  South  Seas,  the  Gorman  Government  undertake  to  confer 
with  the  Japanese  Government  upon  and  after  the  conclusion  of  tho  Three 
ioV'era  fact,  in  an  accoprx^dating  spirit,  with  the  view  to  disposing  thorp 
as  far  as  possible  in  Japan's  favour," 

I  avail  Tpyself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Your  Excellency,  the 
highest  consideration. 

Strictly  Confidential 
Excellency: 

I  have  tho  honour  to  acknowledjo  receipt  of  Ypur  Excellency's  note  of 
tho  date  with  the  contents  as  follows: 


I  take  this  occasion  formally  to  confirm  the  understandings  above 
set  forth. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Your  Excellency,  the 
highest  consideration. 
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Strictly  Confidential 
Excellency j 

I  have  thw  honour 


toQcknoM.dtf>  'eceirt  of  Your  Excellency's  note  of 


this  date  with  the  contents  as  follows « 


note. 


I  take  this  occasion  to  take  note  of  the  contents  of  Your  Sxcollenc:  's 
I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Your  Excellency .  the 


highest  consideration. 

•  # 

% 

'strictly  Confidential 
Excellency! 

I  havo  tha  henour  to  actaotledBo  «colpt  of  Your  StoaUonoy'a  note  of 
tas  data  and  to  oonflr-  tha  oral,  doolnration  ecataliUd  thorain  rhUh  raada 

as  follow 84 


m. 


I  avail  r-yaelf  rf  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Your  Excellency,  the 
highest  consideration.  "  5  " 
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Tho  Govcrnmonte  of  Jnprn,  G&i*mQny  f.nd  Itoly,  considering^  it  os  the 
condition  prococjont  of  ony  lasting  pooco  thot  oil  notions  of  the  world  bo 
given  ooch  its  own  proper  plr.co,  hevo  decided  to  stend  by  oiid  co-oporeto  with 
one  another  in  regerd  to  their  efforts  in  Greeter  Etst  ^-sio  end  ^^^regions  of 
Europe  respectively  wherein  it  is  their  prime  purpose  to  establish  end  mointoin 
o  nov;  order  of  things  colculctod  to  promote  mutual  prosperity  end  welfare  of 
tho  peoples  concerned.  Furthermore  it  is  tho  desire  of  tho  three  Governmonts 
to  extend  co-eperrtion  to  ouch  notions  in  other  spheres  of  the  world  os  moy  be 
inclined  to  put  forth  endoevours  along  linos  oimilcr  to  their  own,  in  order  that 
their  ultimate  ospirotions  for  world  pooco  may  thus  bo  roclized.  .'.ccordingly 
tho  Governments  of  Jopon,  Gormnny  ond  Italy  hove  o;,roed  os  follows: 

/jticlo  1 

jepon  recognizes  end  rospoots  tho  loodership  of  Gormony  and  Itclj'  in  the 
osteblishfflont  of  r  now  order  in  !!Xu:opo. 

/j'ticlo  2 

Gormony  ond  Itoly  recognize  ond  rosixict  tho  lotdorship  of  JCpCn  in  tho 

' 

estoblishment  of  a  now  order  in  Greotor  East  .‘.aio. 

.’jrticlo  3 

Jepon,  Oermeny  ond  Italy  ogreo  to  co-oporr.to  in  thoir  efforts  on  tho 
cforosoid  lines.  They  further  undortoko  to  ossist  one  onother  with  nil 
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politicol,  economic  ond  rrdlitnry  meono  v/hon  one  of  the  throe  Contrreting 
Forties  is  ottccked  by  o  por.'cr  at  pi’esent  not  involved  in  the  European  War 
or  in  tho  Sino- Japanese  Conflict. 

.'rticlc  i| 

With  a  vieu  to  implementing  tho  prf;sent  Fccti  Joint  Technical  Commissions 

S 

'  the  menbers  of  \7hich  rre  to  bo  appointed  by  the  respective  Govomments  of 

^  Jepon,  Gonnrny.cnd  Italy  will  irwet  rtthout  delay. 

I 

.'jticlo  5 

Japan,  CorTiony  ond  Italy  affirm  thet  the  aforoocid  terms  do  not  in  any 
TO-y  affect  tho  politicol  statua  vhich  exists  at  present  os  betveon  each  of 
1  the  three  Contractinc  Parties  ond  Soviet  Russia. 

vr-  .  , 

^  .'xticlc  6 

^  The  present  Pact  shall  come  into  effect  inmodiotoly  upon  sifinaturo  ond 

^  shell  rciTCin  in  force  for  ten  years  from  tho  date  of  its  coming  into  force. 

;.t  proper  time  before  tho  expiration  of  tho  said  tenn  tho  High  Contracting 
^  parties  shell,  at  tho  request  of  any  one  of  them  ontor  into  nogotiotions  for 

I' 

its  rcno\7al. 

f*  jn  frith  -.Thereof,  tho  Undersigned,  duly  authorized  by  their  respective 


if  *  Govammonts,  have  signod  this  Pact  ond  have  affixed  hoi’eto  their  Seals. 
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strictly  Confidentiol 


Excellency:  ^ 

I  hco  tho  honour  to  Inform  Your  Exoollonoy  thot.  tho  Jeponoso  Oovornmont 
oornostly  shorn  tho  hope  olth  tho  Oovommnnts  of  Oormony  ond  Itnly  ttot  tho 
p:.sant  Yuroposn  Per  rill  ro«in  llmltod  on  for  os  possible  In  Its  shore  snd 
scops  end  nlli  eoro  to  e  speedy  eonelusion  end  thet  they  shell  on  their  pert 
spero  no  effort  in  thot  direction. 

Honevor,  tho  conditions  eetuelly  prevellln*  in  Oroetor  ?^st  hslo  end 
olso^hero  do  not  pernit  the  Joponeso  aovernmont  to  rest  essured  in  tho  present 
eireumstenees  thet  there  is  no  denger  nhetever  of  on  ermed  conflict  taking 
piece  betneen  lepen  ond  Orest  Erltoin.  snd  secordi,«ly  they  desire  to  cell 
rttentlon  of  the  Cerrrn  Oovemnsnt  to  such.s  possibility  snd  to  ststs  thst 
they  feel  confident  thst  Oomeny  mil  do  their  utmost  to  sid  Japan  in  such 

eventuclity  vith  nil  morns  in  their  power. 

1  s«.il  myself  Of  this  oppotunity  to  renen  to  Your  Excellency,  the 

highest  c'onsiderrtion. 

% 

Ts^olloncy:  < 

I  hove  tho  honour  to  scknonlodgs  reee-lpt  of  Your  Excellency's  letter  of 

this  dote  1^0.  nil  with  tho  contijnts  os  follows: 


DEF.  DOO.  /^1656-U 


/ 


I  trko  this  occnsion  to  trko  note  of  tho  contents  of  Your  Zxcelloncy 's 
letter. 

I  Qvcil  myself  of  this  oppotnnity  to  renew  to  Your  Hhccellency,  the 
hichost  confiderotion. 


.  1 

•  '  .  *  *  • 


J  • 


I  ' 
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strictly  Confidontiel 


%cellency« 

I  have  the  honour  to  ask  Your  Excellency  to  confirr^  the  following  oral 
declaration  which  wos  made  by  Your  Excellency  on  beholf  of  the  German 


highest  consideration 


Excollonoy i  • 

I  hove  the  honour  to  ecknowlodge  receipt  of  Your  Excellency's  letter  of 
this  date  No.  1111  and  to  confirm  the  oral  declaration  made  by  me  concerning 
the  former  Gemxin  Colonies  in  the  South  Seas  which  is  conteined  in  to  Your 
Excellency's  letter  under  reply. 

I  ovcil  myself  of  this  opportunity  *o  renew  Your  Excellency t  the  highest 


consideration 
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LETi’in  l'’n01..  OERliJ^  JIB.^3.JX)R  TO 
rOREIGiJ  IIMIJTER. 


.  Excolloncyt 

In  tho  uonont  v/hon  our  conversations  conoominc  tho  Bireo  Powers 
Pact  oro  to  bo  Coucludccl  succoosfully  it  is  I'dnistor  Stauor's  and  i^y 
sinooroot  dosiro  to  oxi^roos  to  Your  Excollonoy  our  ho  rtiost  roenrd 
for  your  Icadinr  and  sonorous  cooperation  in  mst  accoa-odatinc  spirit 

•JO  should  liko  to  state  once  iwro  in  this  letter  tho  confor  iity 
concominii  tho  saliont  ^'oints  '...tich  wo  J.wayo  have  fou»u.  inour  con 
vorsationa  with  Your  Excellency  in  ro(card  of  tho  ai  JS  and  details  of 

t'.'.o  Pact. 

Tho  Oonaan  Govora.iout  aro  convinced  that  tho  Contractin::  Parties 
aro  eoinc  to  ontor  in  x\ai  aiW.  dosiro  poriSd  of  ./orld  Histo'ry  in  which 
they  will  bo  charged  vvith  loadorshii,  of  tho>tabli8h.Jout  and  nOw  order 
in  Creator  East  ..oia,  a:id  in  Kuroi  o.  Tho  rocognition  of  our  iirtorost 
•with  aro  in  conformity  for  tho  pros  out  tiuo  and  for  lout,  future  and  • 
unlimited  mutual  com"idonco  6f  the  Contr.ctint:  Parties  aro  foruing 
tho  solid  bases  of  tho  throo  Powers  P.ct.  Bio  Gormn  Govornmont  are  . 
convinced  that  tho  technical  details  of  tho  Pact  will  resolved  without 
difficulties  on  fundaiiontal  confidence  a;^  that  it  would  bo  contrary  to 
tho  far  roachinc  import  nco  of  tho  Pact  to  fix  formally  some  singlo 
questions  v/hich  would  novor  thoroughly  work  out.  . 

1.1  Japan  contrary  to  tho  ala  of  tho  Pact  nonlC  ho  Involvol  In  a  , 
Ocrfllct  ./ith  a  ponor  untir  no.,  not  hclUi:or-..vt,  tho  Ocra..n  Oovom- 
noirt  -.,111  he  chllcoi!  ulthout  an,  <loubt  to  ac.l.t  Japan  to  the  uti».t 

I  ^ 
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o:t(,nt  Mia  irilll  offer  ovory  i-oooinlo  uilUory  Mia  ooMioiilc  ouKort. 
Conoornllir.  tho  rolatioiio  botuoon  Jr.l.Mi  Mia  Ruool.-.,  Ooniony  viU  holf 
to  obtain  ao.t  friendly  undorotMialnc  and  offer  her  Rood  oorylco.  for 

that  ;iuri08  08. 

I  have  tho  honour  to  -.irooont  to  Your  Bccollonoy  this  yrliiolvul 

.tutoaont  in  aooordanoo  iilth  f..o  Idoao  of  tho  Ooniun  Foroldn  llnlotor 

ro,roooiitatlvo  rdnlotor  StMior  and  aocordlnf  to  tho  roFOntol  liiotruotlvuo 

of  Oonian  aovomi-.ont  triMoVilttod  to  uyoolf  durlw.  the  oonvorooUon 

concornliie  tho  Throo  pouors  Pact. 

I  a»cll  rwsolf  of  thl.  oy;otuillty  t.  ronoi,  to  Your  SScoollonoy, 

tho  hichcct  conoidoratlon. 


y.. 

r-'* 

i' 


Ool  •  DoCk*  5'o«  XG&o  ••  ^ 


i}  ({U  J4-  - 


1.  ^oos  Ribbontro  )  i.ialat  on  si^nin^,  tho  Pact  at  oorlin? 

U 

;nvtsok»  has  boon  nogotiating  tho  Pact  all  through  with  an 
h 

assompting  that  tho  Pact  would  be  si-^ued  at  Tokio  which  has 
boon  shared  by  all  those  ^ho  have  taken  part  In  delivoratlon 
concerning  this  ^iuostion. 

2.  V.uiving  all  formalities  in  on-er  to  expedite  tho 

matter,  v'ould  it  not  bo  better  to  have  onLy  one  text  common 

to  threo  Contract  in  j  Parties;  that  is  i^nglish  text  on  which 

8 

we  ha^'o  boon  negotiating  ’  If  we  insi^  to  havo  the  Pact  in 

three  languages  it  would  necessitate  as  to  have  German  and 

Italian  vorsions  together  with  ‘^apa-oao  text  for  submission 

to  Privy  Council  to  be  exumined  closely  in  each  of  Jio  throe 

langiiagos.  This  would  further  oostoono  the  conclusion  and 

publication  of  tho  Pact  which  i  hiato  to  see.  Again,  one 

% 

language  text  would  go  far  towards  to  lesson  possible  dls- 
crooancy  in  interpretation. 

Please  also  get  ns  quickly  as  possible  answer  this 
point. 

5.  \»ill  you  please  ask  RiblentroiJ  for  tho  last  time 
to  agroo  to  authorise  the  Gorman  Ambassador  hero  to  ex¬ 
change  note  with  Foreign  hinlstor  (hatsuoka)  on  the  contbntb’’ 
of  Dra;t  Protocol  as  drawn  up  (of  course  not  In  tho  form 
of  the  secret  Protocol)  and  try  got  answer  as  early  as  ' 
possible  ? 
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THR-ii.!*)  ?0’V"i’i3  Pact  I  Ji»x»ikN,  OhRl/»i»Hr  AUD  ITALY 

Thv)  Govornmonts  of  Jfioan,  Gormany  and  Italy,  consider- 
in-^  xt  s  tVie  condition  orocod-mt  of  any  lasting  ooace  that* 
nil  nations  of  tho  world  be  given  ouch  its  own  brooor  place, 
have  decided  to  stand  by  and  co-operato  with  one  another 
in  rog.xrd  to  their  efforts  in  G^ter  East  Asia  and  tho  ro- 
gions  of  Europe  rospoctivoly  wherein  it  is  their  nri'o  nur- 
0030  to  establish  and  maintain  a  now  order  ot  tJiings  calcu¬ 
lated  to  oromote  mutual  prospority  and  wolfaro  of  tho  ooonle 
concorntid*  Eurthonnoro  it  is  the  dosir*)  of  the  t  roftCovorn- 
monts  to  extend  co-oporation  to  such  nations  in  othor  s  ihoros 
of  the  world  as  may  bo  inciinod  to  out  forth-  ondoavours  along 
linos  similar  to  thoir  own,  in  order  that  their  ixltimate 
aspirations,  for  world  noaco  may  thus  bo  r-cnlizad.  Accord¬ 
ingly  tho  ^o^'ornments  of  ‘^apan,  Germany  and  Italy  have 

agreed  as  follows: 

* 

Article  1 

J3pan  roco  ^nizod  and  respects  tho  leadership  of  Germany 
and  Italy  in  the  establishment  of  a  now  order  in  jiur9  50* 

ivrticlo  2 

Germany  and  Italy  recognize  r.nd  rcsT.  ct  the  leadership 
of  Jaxv.n  in  th  ontnblishmsnt  of  a  now  order  in  Greater 

East  .fcsiu* 
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nd  Italy  to  co-oooruto  in  thoir 


oa>'in,  Gortn  .n 


efforts  on  tho  aforesaid  linos,  I'hoy  further  undortako  to 


assist  one  another  with  all  aolitical,  economic  and  military 


moans  when  ono  of  tho  throe  Contracting. Pr.rtios  is  attacked 
by  a  power  at  oresent  not  .involved  in  tho  Euronoan  War  or 
in  tho  sino-Japanoso  Conflict. 


article  4 


“ith  a  viev  to  implomonting  the  present  Pact,  Joint 
Technical  Commissions  tho  .mombors  of  which  are  to  bo 


nooointod  by  the  respective  Qovernnonta  of  «rQpan,  Germany 
and  Italy  will  moot  without  delay.  » 


i.rticlo  5 


Jo'Wn,  Germany  and  Italy  .ffirra  that  tho  afbroaaid 


terras  do  not  in  any  way  affect  the  political  status  vvhich 
exists  at  present  as  botv/oon  each  of  the  throe  Contracting 


Partios  and  Soviot  Russia 


•'Vrticlo  6 


‘I’ho  resent  Pact  shall  come  into  effect  Immodiately 
upon  signature  and  shall  remain  in  force  for  ton  years  from 
tho  dar.Q  of  its  coming  into  force. 

at  proper  ti;ne  before  tho  expiration  of  tho  said  term 
tho  High  Contracting  Parties  shall,  at  tho  request  of  any 
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ono  of  thorn,  ontor  into  no^otlations  for  its  roneval. 

In  faith  vheroof,  tho  l/ndorsiryiod,  dnir  authorised  b;r 
thoir  r<;S“)octivo  Go'-ernnonts,  have  aif.nod  this  i?act  and  have 
affixod  hereto  thoir  Souls. 


iJone  in  triolicuto  at 


,  the  day  of  tho 


month  of  tho 


year  of  Syova,  corrosnonding  to  tho 


:>  — 


<>  '  *, 


m 

■mi 
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STRICTLY  COrJFIDENTKL 


liccollency: 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  Your  Excellency  that  the  Japanese  Govern- 
.  nt  earnestly  share  the  hope  vdth  the  Governments  of  Germany  and  Italy  that 
ji.Q  present  European  War  will  remain  limited  as  far  as  possible  in  its  sphere 
and  scope  and  will  come  to  a  speedy  conclusion  and  that  they  shall  on  their 
^t  spare  no  effort  in  that  direction. 


However,  the  conditions  actually  prevailing  in  Greater  East  Asia  and 
elsewhere  do  not  permit  the  Japanese  Government  to  rest  assured  in  the  present 
circumstances  that  there  is  no  danger  whatever  of  an  armed  conflict  taking 
place  between  Japan  and  Great  Britain,  and  accordingly  they  desire  to  call 
attention  of  the  Gernan  Government  to  such  a  possibility  and  to  state  that  they 
feel  confident  that  Germany  will  do  their  utmost  to  aid  Japan  in  such 
eventuality  with  all  means  in  their  power, 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Your  Excellency  the 
highest  consideration. 
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STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL 


Excellency: 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  Your  Excellency's 
letter  No.  1111  of  this  date  with  the  contents  as  folloivs: 

"I  have  the  honour  to  infom  Your  Excellency  that  the  Japeuiese 
Government  earnestly  share  the  hope  with  the  Governments  of  Germany  and 
Italy  that  the  present  European  War  will  remain  limited  as  far  as  possible 
in  its  sphere  and  scope  and  will  come  to  a  speedy  conclusion  aivl  that  they 
shall  on  their  part  spare  no  effort  in  the  direction. 

"However,  the  conditions  actually  prevailing  in  Greater  East 
Asia  and  elsewhere  do  not  permit  the  Japanese  Government  to  rest  assured 
in  the  present  circumstances  that  there  is  no  danger  whatever  of  an  armed 
conflict  taking  place  between  Japan  and  Great  Britain,  and  accordingly  they 
desire  to  call  attention  of  the  German  Government  to  such  a  possibility  and 
to  state  that  they  feel  confident  that  Germany  will  do  their  utmost  to  aid 

Japan  in  such  eventuality  with  all  means  in  their  power." 

^  ♦ 

I  take  this  occasion  to  note  the  contents  of  Your  Excellency's 

letter, 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Your  Excellency 
the  highest  consideration. 
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CEPTIFICATE 
Statenont  of  Source  and  Authenticity 
I ,  Hayaahi.  Kaoru,  Cl)ief  of  the  Arohivee  Section,  Japanese  Poreim 
Office,  hereby  certify  that  the  document  hereto  attached  in  Japanese, 
English.  Oeraan  and  TtaJlan  consisting  of  156  pages  and  entitled 


and  Per* 


ints  is  an  exact  and  true  copy  of  an  official  document 


of  the  Japanese  Foreign  Office* 
Certified  at  Tolgro, 
on  t  <s  2l8t  day  of  May  1947 


/s/  K.  Hni'nsht 
Slgxiature  of  Official 


mneesi  /•/  K.  Urabe 
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